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Joe Dellwo • MSPTA President

President’s Report

State of the
Association
For government units and many businesses, it is customary to submit a yearly
report summarizing the state of the organization. In this edition of the Minnesota
Trooper, I will describe the health of the
MSPTA.
After graduating from our State Patrol
Academy, troopers are signed up for our
association. At the time of the writing of
this article, we have 511 members. This
number represents all troopers below
the rank of lieutenant. Even though a
trooper could opt to be only a “fair share”
member, I’m proud to report that we have
100% membership in our association. As
members, the MSPTA bargains our work
contract collectively for you. You also receive full association protection in all areas of the contract.
Financially our association continues to
be in very good shape. Our main sources
of revenue are members’ dues, phone solicitation, and return on our investments.
At only $16 per pay period, our membership dues are extremely low. For our
phone solicitation, we use a Minnesota
based company United Partners Outreach
headquartered in Brainerd. In December,
Treasurer Daren Berglund, Vice President
Mike LeDoux, D2200 Delegate Gabe Cornish and I met with our financial adviser at
Hiway Federal Credit Union. Our financial portfolio is well balanced, diversified,
and growing. It’s the MSPTA’s financial
stability and growth that gives us strength
and influence. Please know that our Executive Council is extremely committed
to protecting our assets and using our resources wisely.
The MSPTA will continue to be your
voice at the legislature lobbying for trooper issues. The MSPTA Legislative Dele2
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gates are myself, D2200 Delegate Gabe
Cornish, VP Mike LeDoux and Southern
Delegate Pat Miles. In 2016, we worked
well with Command Staff to get dedicated funding for future academies. This

“For our Minnesota
Trooper to continue
to prosper, it takes all
of us. Please consider
contributing to it by
submitting an article of
interest to our readership. ”
year our primary message to legislators
will be the need to protect our pension
and retirement. You will probably hear
many rumors about our pension. The sky
is not falling on our state pension system.
Most other states are envious of our system because it’s in relatively good shape.
This is because proactive changes have
been made over the years to ensure it is
properly funded. Other changes may be
necessary; but please know we are down at
the Capitol fighting for our well-deserved
retirement. I believe there is a “social contract” between peace officers and the public. Anyone who puts on the uniform for
20+ years to preserve the peace and guard
our fellow citizens against harm, has rightly earned their pension.
The legislative session began on January
3rd. We have many friends at the legislature in both political parties. I strongly
encourage all of you to contact and get to
know your legislators. They truly want to
hear from you. Here’s the website to use

for looking up your state senator and state
representative: www.leg.state.mn.us. As
state law enforcement officers, we have a
unique relationship with state lawmakers
not shared by other peace officers. Introduce yourself to them and/or invite them
on a ride along. The time spent with them
will be beneficial to both the state legislature and the MSPTA.
One of the goals we set for 2016 was to
improve the communication between the
Executive Council and the membership.
We are better utilizing the MSPTA website
to get information out to the membership
in a timely manner. Trooper Rick Harjes
became our webmaster and has made
significant improvements to our website.
Here are some of the changes:

• Executive Council Minutes are posted
within 10 days of the quarterly meetings

• Equipment and Safety Committee
Minutes are posted within 10 days of
the quarterly meetings

• There is a calendar of MSPTA events
• District Meeting dates and times are
posted

• The website is kept current and is user
friendly
If you haven’t checked out our website,
please do so. The address is www.mspta.
com. There is a Troopers Only section
you have access to once you are registered.
If you have any questions, please contact
Trooper Harjes.
In 2016, we made improvements to our
magazine the Minnesota Trooper. Retired
trooper Mark Baker does a fine job as the
coordinator of the Minnesota Trooper. Improved layout design and more color has

been added. Our sponsor ads are improving. For our publisher, we use a Minnesota
based company Pro Print out of Duluth.
As we all know, we are living in challenging times for law enforcement. We are constantly under attack by some media outlets
who only want to report on the negative or
the sensational news in police work. The
Minnesota Trooper is published three times
a year with over 2200 copies delivered each
time to active and retired troopers, state
government officials, and friends of the
State Patrol. I have personally seen our
magazine in the offices of prominent government officials. Our magazine is a great
way to show all the positive things troopers do on a daily basis across our state.

For our Minnesota Trooper to continue
to prosper, it takes all of us. Please consider contributing to it by submitting an
article of interest to our readership. The
small investment in the time and effort
you put into submitting an article to the
Minnesota Trooper, will pay big dividends.
Share the good news happening in your
area with your partners across the state.
If you have any questions, please ask your
district delegate for assistance in submitting an article.
Overall, 2016 was a good year for the
MSPTA. For me personally, it was an extremely busy year learning the responsibilities of this office. As all of my predecessors warned me, “you have no idea how
busy you will be” and “you will be doing

two jobs but only getting paid for one.”
I can honestly say they are correct. But I
will also say it is an honor and privilege
to lead this fine association. I routinely
talk to other state patrol/police association presidents so I know the issues facing
many of them. Please believe me when I
say the state of the MSPTA is very good
and our future is very bright.
In closing, please take care of yourself
both physically and mentally. Be there
for partners. Remember to stay alert, be
cautious, drive within your capabilities,
and make it home safely at the end of your
shift. Live to use our well-earned pension.
Stay Safe,
Joe #446

On Dec. 9th Troopers in Duluth donated $500 to the Second Harvest Northern Lakes Food Bank on behalf of the Troopers
Association. The donation was made on air during WDIO TV’s annual “Have a Heart, Help a Neighbor” broadcast. The money
donated equates to approximately $3500 in food for needy people in North Eastern Minnesota and North Western Wisconsin.
The Association has given to this worthy cause for several years.
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Colonel Matt Langer

Colonel’s Message

A World of
Change
With the turn of the new year, change
becomes a frequent topic of conversation.
Perhaps a new year prompted you to make
dietary changes, changes to your fitness,
new personal or professional goals, or

er it is streaming news, social media, text
messaging, or all of the other instantaneous ways to go about our lives.
During one of the very first Leadership
in Police Organization courses taught in

“ Change often requires us to let go of
something we have grown comfortable with.”
maybe even some financial changes after
all of that holiday spending dust settles.
I was visiting with a jeweler who works
in the St. Paul skyway. He was telling me
about a customer of his who has a Rolex
watch that just turned 50 years old. He has
proudly worn the watch every single day
since his father gave it to him as a graduation gift. Although the band and crystal
face have been replaced a few times over
the years, the watch still ticks and is worn
every day.
How many things in our lives can we
say have been the same for 50 years? Not
many. We live in a world of change. The
old expression “change is the only constant” seems even more relevant today
than it did when it was first uttered. We
live in a world of constant change wheth-

11545 Lakeland Drive
Maple Grove, MN 55369

(763) 424-5971
4
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Minnesota, an instructor said cops really
despise two things: 1) change and 2) the
way things are. Everyone found it humorous and a pretty accurate representation of
organizational culture, not specific to law
enforcement. The truth is, I think we like
change when it improves things. We like
new updates to our computer when the
update provides greater functionality. We
like streamlined business process when it
makes our work more efficient. What we
are not good at is having the patience to
plan for change and to embrace change
that leaves us feeling like it should have
been better.
Change often requires us to let go of
something we have grown comfortable
with. Change requires us to have an open
mind to accept something new, along with

Free Estimates
Cell (507) 269-2662

patience to learn and the wisdom to let the
change sink in before we make a judgement about the end result.
This year many good changes are coming to the State Patrol. We are fortunate to
be hiring in 2017 and again in 2018. New
troopers entering our agency are good for
our organizational health. At the same
time, we lose veteran knowledge that is
difficult to replace. Our peer counselor
program will see a new contract provider as we aim to continue making progress
with our overall resiliency by being there
to support one another. Many changes are
underway with our hiring and promotional processes, with the goal of encouraging
more applicants while also keeping our
standards high.
We will also see numerous changes with
our technology. The long-awaited update
to our CAD system is coming along with
the critical update to our CAD map. Work
is underway to also put our forms into an
electronic system allowing us to do a much
better job of creating, filing, and retaining
the written documents that go along with
our work. A variety of equipment updates
are coming too, most notably a significant
investment into replacement squad video systems. We all know how important
these systems are to document our work,
the actions of the motoring public, and
the role of video as it relates to maintaining public trust in today’s world.
As always, thank you for the work you
do. Your commitment to our mission
is evident on a daily basis and keeps our
roads safer. I hope you are anticipating
many good things for 2017 and are able
to navigate the unanticipated changes that
also come with living a full life. I hope to
see you soon!

Mona Dohman

Commissioner’s Corner

DWI Enforcement:

The Rewards Outweigh
the Challenges
Sometimes it seems as if, during these
cold Minnesota winters, people just want
to huddle up inside and drink. Maybe
it’s alcohol’s mythical (and imaginary)
“warming” properties; maybe it’s just too

er, at the time I’m writing this (December
22), the troopers of the Minnesota State
Patrol have made 5,232 DWI arrests so far
in 2016. That’s over five thousand families
you have saved from potential heartache.

“ ...you have all seen firsthand the
heartbreaking and needless devastation
impaired driving can cause. ”
cold to do anything else. The problem is
when they want to go elsewhere and decide to get behind the wheel of the vehicle
to do it. That, of course, is where you come
in.
As State Troopers, you have all seen firsthand the heartbreaking and needless devastation impaired driving can cause. Some
of you even decided to become troopers
to help get impaired drivers off the road.
In fact, we recently made a video profiling
one such case: Trooper Mitch Elzen.
Thirty-five years ago, Mitch’s mom and
dad were standing on the side of Highway
100 looking at the damage from a minor
fender-bender when a flatbed truck with a
drunk driver at the wheel hit his dad, Ron,
at 55 miles per hour. Ron flew 180 feet,
breaking his hip and back and shattering
his right ankle.
Mitch grew up seeing his dad in constant
pain. He watched Ron undergo 25 surgeries, including seven hip replacements. But
watching his dad suffer spurred Mitch to
action: “Listening to that story, it inspired
me to become a State Trooper. I became a
State Trooper to take drunk drivers off the
road and save other families.”
Mitch now works to do exactly that.
He took over 100 impaired drivers off the
road in 2016, and he’s not alone. Altogeth-

the road and arresting them for this criminal offense. Through your tenacity and
intelligence, you’re working through the
challenges presented by these court decisions, consistently proving that the State
Patrol is and will continue to be the recognized leader in DWI enforcement.
I want to thank you for the aggressive
but tireless work you do to rid Minnesota’s
roads of impaired drivers. And I’m thanking you not just as the Commissioner of
Public Safety; I’m also thanking you as a
fellow law-enforcement official and as a
citizen of Minnesota. Thank you for helping to keep all Minnesotans safe.

The number of lives you’ve saved and pain
you’ve prevented—like the pain Ron Elzen
has experienced every day for 35 years—is
immeasurable.
That’s not to say
there aren’t still
challenges, though.
You responded to
over 880 DWI-related crashes in both
2015 and 2016. And
even when you are
able to take impaired
drivers off the road
before they cause
crashes, there’s the
issue of successfully
prosecuting them in
Minnesota courts to
lessen the chances
of them driving imWe also offer: Excavating, Retaining Walls, Septic Systems,
paired again.
Demolition,
Basement Excavation, Shoreline Renovation & More!
Un f o r t u n a t e l y,
DWI enforcement
Call, text or e-mail
has become more
us today!
complex because of
Office:
(218) 566-2913
recent court cases.
Cell:
(218)
838-1862
But you’re not letting
Changemyland.com
these court rulings
Email:
get in the way of takChangemyland@hotmail.com
ing drunk drivers off

Is your Driveway/Road a Mess?

We have MANY low cost options to fix the problem
and we have CRUSHED CONCRETE!

June 2016
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We pick up the historical drama of the
State Patrol in 1934.
Two of"Minnesota's finest"were fatally
injured in on-duty motorcycle accidents.
Trooper William Kozlak was killed on
Highway 52 near Osseo and Trooper Roy
Lichtenheld on Snelling Avenue in St Paul.
The oxford grey uniform was replaced
by our beloved maroon and gold Troopers
were paid a subsistence allowance of 60
cents per day in lieu of an expense account.
A legislative amendment authorized
the State Patrol to enforce speed limits on
trunk highways for the first time . Even
though prohibition was the law of the land,
DWI enforcement was prevalent. However,
most motorists were charged with careless
driving, as a DWI charge had to be tried
in district court as a gross misdemeanor.
1935 saw the passage of the Tenure of
Office Law, which established certain
rights for troopers before they could be
suspended, demoted or dismissed. The law
was probably the result of a political purge
of 39 troopers in 1933. To assure unions
that we would not become strikebreakers, a
law was passed prohibiting the patrol from
becoming involved in strikes or industrial
disputes. That law remains in effect to date.
The legislature authorized an increase in
complement to 100 men and the Minnesota
Highway Patrol Officers Association was
organized in 1936. For those of you who
bewail today's volume of paperwork, take
solace in the fact that the early troops had
to mail in, via postcard, a daily report with
a variety of data.
Some of the excerpts of the following 193436 "General Orders" sound suspiciously
familiar, circa 1985!
Bulletin #41
January 8, 1934
I have noticed of late that certain
patrolmen are sending in as many as seven
daily reports at one time. Rule 7 of the Rules
Governing State Highway Patrol orders that
"reports must be sent in by the patrolmen
and officers at the end of each day's work" I
will expect this rule to be strictly followed
in the future.
6
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1934 photograph. Future trooper?

The first State Patrol Air Corps?

Complaints have reached this office that
the patrolmen are discriminating in the
use of the various garages for towing cars
from the scenes of accidents. In all cases,
the patrolmen should ask the owner of the
car which garage he prefers, after telling
him what garages are available in that
locality In the event that the owner does
not express a preference, the nearest garage
should be called.
Bulletin #43 January 24, 1934
I am not satisfied with the accident
reports received in this office. Make out full
and complete accident reports, including
the time the patrol arrived at the scene of
the accident. I find that in a great many
reports, the trunk highway number is not
given. In the past we have been sending
back the reports to be completed. We will
do this in the future also; however, it will
be counted against a patrolman's efficiency
record when any available information is
omitted from reports. Therefore, it will be to
your advantage to see that full information
is given.
Bulletin #45 February 15, 1934
Those patrolmen living in the Twin Cities
will not be allowed expense for meals in
either Minneapolis or St. Paul, or at their
official stations.

Nestor Pontius teaches defensive tactics!

Air Corps?

Taken from August 1985
Patrolmen and license inspectors are
instructed not to attend public meetings
as representatives of this department nor
to make speeches concerning departmental
business without the permission of the
chief.
Bulletin #46 February 28, 1934
It has come to my attentions that a great
many members of the patrol are visiting
chicken shacks, night clubs and speakeasies
in their district while on duty, and that
these visitis are made without just cause.
You are on duty at all times you are in
uniform, or at such periods when you have
time off between an early and late shift.
Let this be a warning that if the above
practice continues, any member who is
found violating the rule in this matter will
be dealt with accordingly.
Bulletin #50 May 7, 1934
All patrolmen operating patrol cars and
motorcycles will come to a complete stop
at all railroad crossings unless there is an
automatic signal or you are in pursuit of
some violator. The purpose of this stop is
to set an example to other drivers, and I
think it a very good practice that drivers
of motor vehicles who drive at a high rate
of speed over railroad crossings be warned
of the danger which exists in such driving.
Hundreds of persons are killed each year
for failure to heed the danger signals at
railroad crossings.
In the future, all patrolmen will address
their superior officers by their official titles.
I have received information that some
of the patrolmen and license inspectors
are carrying brass knuckles and blackjacks
as part of their equipment. You will
discontinue this practice at once.
Effective at once, all accident reports
must be made in triplicate The original
and first copy should be sent to the central
office, and the other copy forwarded to the
lieutenant in charge of your district.
It has come to my attention that since
January 1, the general expenses of all
patrolmen and license inspectors have been

increasing. I request that expenses for meals
and other things be curtailed as much as
possible. If the Highway Patrol expects to
operate within its decreased budget, it will
be necessary for all patrolmen and license
inspectors to hold their expenses down to
a minimum.
Bulletin #52 July 2, 1934
Motorcycles may be driven at a maximum
of 45 mph when not pursuing a violator.
Cars will continue to have a cruising speed
not to exceed 35 mph. The order to stop at
all railroad crossings is hereby rescinded
Accident reports are coming in late,
sometimes being delayed several days. Get
these reports m promptly, as we are having
inquiries about them constantly.
Effective at once, all patrolmen hurt
while on duty for the state, whose injuries
prevent them from fulfilling their regular
duties, will be taken off the payroll
immediately. If the disability extends over
one week, compensation will be paid until
recovery is complete. Medical bills and
hospital expenses will be taken care of by
the Department of Highways, subject to
the supervision of the Claims Division.
Kindly report all personal injuries to your
lieutenant at once.
In the case of an accident which
the Review Board finds avoidable, the
patrolman will be held liable for any
damages to the equipment furnished him
by the state.
Bulletin #53 July 16, 1934
The safety director for the Department
of Highways has reported to me that the
Highway Patrol has had three times as
many accidents in the first six months of
1934 as for the same period of 1933. All
patrolmen are to be especially careful in the
operation of their vehicles, and I expect in
the remaining six months of the year that
the accidents will be materially decreased
(Editors Note: See Bulletin #60.)

February 2017
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Thank
Yous!
Dear MSPTA
The Alexandria Technical & Community
College Foundation would like to thank you
for your recent pledge payment of $1,000
to the Minnesota State Patrol Troopers
Association Scholarship Fund.
We appreciate your gift and continued
support of the Alexandria Technical &
Community College. Thank you for being
part of a community that is PROUD TO
GIVE and assisting us in making students'
educational dreams come true!
Sincerely,
Amy Allen

Dear MSPTA
Thank you so much for your generous
contribution to my reelection campaign!
I've been thrilled by the opportunity
to serve my community and our state
as District 64B's representative in the
Minnesota House. I would not be in this
position without your support.
Although it has been frustration in many
ways to serve in the minority in the House,
I've had some success in my first term. I
was named a "Legislator of Distinction" by
the League of Minnesota Cities – the only
urban representative to receive this honor –
and authored several bills that became law,
including first-ever state funding to help law
enforcement investigate the sex trafficking
of young people.
I remain committed to being a champion
for the values we've talked about all the way
along; economic security, a more green
environmental future, closing equity gaps,
and ensuring that every child is set up for
success in life.
Thanks so much again for your support.
Best,
Dave Pinto
State Representative, District 64B

Dear MSPTA
Thank you for making the holidays
brighter for in need children, families
and seniors right here in our Northland
communities as part of your donation to
"Have a Heart, Help a Neighbor."
We are feeding more individuals and
families than ever thanks to you and your
$500.00 gift to our food bank as part of
the "Have a Heart, Help a Neighbor" event.
With the help of you and others, we raised
$10,027 and 411 pounds of food.
We hope you realize the gift you've
provided to us as well as all those served
by our agency partners and direct service
programs. As you know, your contributions
put meals on the table for our in-need
Northland neighbors not only at the holiday
season but all year long.
We thank you for your generous support
and wish you a wonderful holiday season
and joyous New Year!
Happy Holidays
Shaye Moris
Executive Director
Dear MSPTA
We are in receipt of your generous
donation to support the Masonic Children's
Hospital as a Sponsor for our Sporting Clays
Fun Shoot on August 20th, 2016. Helios
Lodge acknowledges receipt of your gift
in the amount of $225 all of which is tax
deductible. We further acknowledge that
you received no goods or services, in whole
or in part for this generous gift.
Roger McNear
Helios Lodge #273
Dear MSPTA
Thank you so much for the donation!
It is very helpful for Porter's doctors bills
and travel expenses. Thank you for being
there for us!
Thanks again!
Warren Family

8

MINNESOTA T RO OPE R

February 2017

Innovative
Cabinet Designs
“Where you always deal directly with the
owner and quality is guaranteed”

At Innovative Cabinet Designs, we specialize in
custom residential and light commercial cabinetry.
Whether you are looking to remodel or start from
scratch we can help your vision become a reality.
Contact us today for more information on our
custom designs that are built to last and sure to
impress.

“I am Randy DeMarais, owner of Innovative
Cabinet Designs. I am a certified perfectionist
and personally oversee every aspect, of every
cabinet job that goes out our doors. I have over
30 years of cabinet experience and take pride in
the quality of our work and design. We may not
be the biggest, but we are the best. I will not be
happy, until you are happy”

Please call or e-mail me direct for your free, no pressure, no obligation quote.
Randy DeMarais
320-250-4435
Randy@innovativecabinetsinc.com

February 2017
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Awareness
by Drew Olson
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As I sit down to write this holiday season, I am reminded of a friend I played
cards with from time to time. He was by
all accounts a happy go lucky guy. He always had a smile on his face, or a smirk I
guess, because he usually had a good hand
of cards.
When I heard the news that he had
committed suicide I was baffled. I did not
see that coming at all. In speaking with
“our” co-workers, I tried to figure it out. I
didn’t know him very well so; it was tough
for me to understand with limited information. None of us saw it coming and
we were unable to come up with, “Why?”
I didn’t get to see a suicide note; I’m not
even sure if there was one. Even still, I
don’t think anyone will ever know all the
reasons and the underlying reasons that
led up to him taking his own life.
So, why write about something so sullen
and sad, because we need to talk about it.
If we can stop just one suicide, it’s worth
it!
You would respond to a call to assist on
a suicidal party for work and try and help
that person wouldn’t you? That is someone you don’t even know. Why wouldn’t
you help your friend or partner?
Had I seen the signs? Would I truly understand his reasons? No.
This is one of those things that I don’t
think I will ever truly understand.

We all signed up to do our jobs knowing
that we were going to see some very bad
things. So why are some people better at
dealing with these high stress situations?
For as much as we are all trained the
same and seemingly exposed to similar situations, we are all wired differently. There
are obviously different levels of stress,
from minor to moderate to severe. There
are different perceptions as to the level of
stress based on a person’s perspective and
personality. So, why do some of us end up
with PTSD, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder? Why do some of us commit suicide?
Post-traumatic stress is defined as a type
of stress encountered at incidents that are,
or are perceived as, capable of causing serious injury or death.
It’s not always the big event that causes
PTSD. It can be several, smaller stresses encountered throughout a career.
Seeing one dead body, or someone
dismembered, could tip the scales
the first time you see it or the
100th time you see it.
Another example could be
the first time you see a small
child seriously injured or
killed. I know for me, my
very first fatal involved an
infant in a car seat; by far
one of the hardest crashes
I’ve ever had to do. I’m just
glad I didn’t have children
at that time in my life or I
may have taken that one a
lot harder. I am also glad that

I was still in field training with another
trooper.
No matter how tough you think you are,
it can happen to you. We’re all human and
our minds can be altered no matter how
well you think you handle stress.
I am not going to write all the signs and
symptoms of PTSD as it varies from person to person and could take up a whole
page or two. If you are truly interested,
do your own research; there are many resources online.
Instead, I will suggest that you become
a good partner. If you go on a tough call,
talk about it. If you are feeling different
than you normally do, talk about it. We
are not psychologists, but sometimes just
being a good listener may be more helpful
than you’ll ever know.
Get to know the men and women you
work with. Understand when they are having a bad day and care enough to ask them
how they are doing. I know, I know, you
don’t want to deal with the drama. I get it.
I am the same way. We all have our own
lives going on. Can you live with it if you
don’t ask?
If you are feeling like you are not yourself and don’t like the stigma of saying you
need help, its OK! There are plenty of really good counselors out there that will help
you and will keep it off the radar. We all
need help from time to time. You’re not a
robot. Nor should anyone expect you to
be. We’re all wired differently, we’re human, and we’re on the same team.
I wish I had my card buddy back!
February 2017
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Florida
Connection Luncheon

Second Annual Florida Connection Luncheon

Date: Wednesday March 8, 2017
Location: Island View Restaurant
5223 Sun’N Lake Blvd. Sebring, FL 33872
Restaurant phone #863-382-1191 Website: www.islandviewrestaurant.com
Social Hour 1100-1200 | Lunch with Open Forum follow from 1200-1430
Menu: Chicken Salad Croissant served with Fresh Fruit Salad
Fried Alaskan Pollack Filet served with French Fries, Fresh Lemon and Tarter Sauce
New York Style Reuben served with Island View Cole Slaw
Mediterranean Caesar Salad
Cost: $17.00 per person, includes tax & gratuity
All entrees include fresh brewed iced tea, dessert.
Open cash bar with be available
Please come and join us for the second annual gathering. All Active and Retired members of the
State Patrol, DNR, BCA family are invited as well as friends from other agencies.
Including Spouses, Significant Others, and Special Friends.
RSVP before March 2, 2017
Contact one of the below to RSVP:
Bob Cartwright, Retired MSP
863-202-5578
msp33retired@hotmail.com

Tim Shanley, Retired BCA Agent
612-655-1358
ferty2009@yahoo.com

Paul Gerber, Retired BCA
772-567-1597 Cell 952-270-3752
paulgerber01@gmail.com

Mike Hamm
Agent Retired DNR
612-306-1102
hammmic@gmail.com

Hope to see you in Sebring, FL on March 8th, 2017
12
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Shop
with a Cop

submitted by Ron Madison

On December 14th and 15th, Troopers from District 2900 and 4700,
joined area law enforcement officers for the annual “Shop with a cop”
events. The events were held in Alexandria, Detroit Lakes, and Fergus
Falls. The officers are paired up with kids to go shopping at Wal Mart. The
kids are given a $50 dollar limit. Wal Mart is able to waive the sales tax for
this event, so the kids get to spend the entire amount on gifts. When they
are done shopping they are assisted with wrapping their gifts. The officers
and kids then get to spend time together eating subs and cookies.
The Alexandria event is run by the Douglas County Sheriff ’s Association. Sgt. Ron Boyden from the Douglas County Sheriff ’s Office organizes the event. This year we had about 29 law enforcement officers from
the following agencies; Douglas County Sheriff ’s Office, Alexandria Police
Department, Osakis Police Department, Minnesota State Patrol, and the
Minnesota Conservation Officers.
This is the third year that I’ve had the privilege to be involved in this
event, and it continues to amaze me that most of these kids are shopping
for other family members. We all have to coax most of these kids to buy
something for themselves. Most of them don’t have a lot of the luxuries
that other kids are blessed with, and they still put others before themselves.

Left:
Trooper Jesse Grabow

Right:
Trooper Kirk Haugen

Troopers! Don't forget to sign up on the association website to get the
latest member information! Visit WWW.MSPTA.COM and click
"Become a Member". Once on the page, fill out the required information and
click submit. Once the website verifies your past or present status
as a Trooper, you will be notified that you have approval to login to the site.
Any questions? Please contact info@mspta.com.
February 2017
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We Got Your Back USA, started when Alexandria business
men Craig McMillan and Gordie Billmark led the charge to back
Law Enforcement Officers, Fire and Ambulance personnel. They
wanted to make sure all EMS workers feel the support of the communities that they serve. The campaign was launched in September of 2016.
Currently they are selling yard signs and bumper stickers. They
have a web site and blog where positive articles about EMS can be
posted. Their hope is that this campaign will spread and let EMS
workers truly know how citizens feel about them. Below is their
mission statement.
We Believe:

Bemidji, MN 218.333.1576

Over 15 years of experience
Custom Tattoos and Piercings

Portfolio online at:
yourmomstattooatelier.com

“See you at Your Mom’s!”
14
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•
The work done by our law enforcement officials is a vital
part of the safety and security of our local communities, state, and
nation
•
Law enforcement personnel, both men and women, are
under constant scrutiny, at the same time, placing their lives on
the line each and every day
•
Law enforcement have families that fear the loss of the
loved ones daily
•
The support for law enforcement starts in the home and
not on the street
•
We the members of the community supporting the “We
Got Your Back” campaign, stand behind our law enforcement
personnel, and will honor, respect, teach, and support our men
and women of these courageous professions, as much as humanly
possible.
If you would like to find out more about “We Got Your Back” or
use their brand to start a campaign in your community you can
contact the Douglas County Chapter at:
http://www.wegotyourbackusa.org/

Bears That
Care

Trooper Scott Fredell

On October 27th, the Minnesota
State Patrol’s charity “Bears That Care”
visited the University of Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital and the Shriners Hospital. The visit close to Halloween was made by three uniformed State
Troopers, three Radio Communication
Officers and one retired State Patrol Lt.
We bring Smokey Bear and McGruff
the Crime Dog too. Bears That Care
will visit the two hospitals twice a year,
once close to Easter and the second visit close to Halloween. We visit with the
kids in their room and pass out goodie
bags containing: a coloring book, crayons, a pencil, small toys and a deck of
cards or temporary tattoos. For the kids
that are too old or too young to get a
goodie bag we bring along stuffed animals and homemade quilts. At the Shriners Hospital, we passed out the goodie
bags plus plastic jack-O-lanterns and
wooden cars that the kids can paint or
decorate themselves. We also took Polaroid photos and left them with the kids
as a souvenir of our visit. Bears That
Care has been visiting the hospitals
since 1987, almost 30 years of bringing
smiles to some special kids. The Child
Life staff will comment how much the
visits mean not only to the kids but to
the staff and parents. This is a great time
for Troopers to show we do more than

The group at the University of Minnesota Masonic Children's
Hospital. Left to right: RCO Jon Durst, RCO Don Ochs as McGruff
the Crime Dog, Trooper Lisa Lorenzen, RCO Jeff Chaney, Trooper
Scott Fredell, (Ret.) Lt. John Nagel as Smokey Bear, Sgt. Mike
Roach

write tickets and crashes, we get to show
the human side of law enforcement officers and build positive community
relationships. Sometimes it is hard to
tell who gets more from the visits, the
kids or the Troopers. This is a great way
for us to recharge our batteries. There
can get to be a lot of negativity out patrolling. But we step into the hospital
and all our troubles suddenly seem very
small when we see what these kids are
facing every day of their lives. We come
away with a renewed feeling that we are
appreciated and the satisfaction that we
were able to help these patients forget
about their troubles if only for a little
while.
Our next visit will be close to Easter
of 2017. There is always room for more
volunteers. Be sure to visit our web site
too. On the web site, there is a link to
sign up for smile.amazon.com to send
part of your purchase to a charity; Bears
That Care. We are the choice of Bears
That Care in Golden Valley, MN.
Thanks and Stay Safe!
www.bearsthatcaremn.org

Front door of the Shriners Hospital fall 2016. Left to right:
(Ret.) Lt. John Nagel as Smokey Bear, Trooper Scott Fredell,
RCO Jon Durst, RCO Don Ochs as McGruff the Crime Dog,
Trooper Lisa Lorenzen, RCO Jeff Chaney, Sgt. Mike Roach

February 2017
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Michigan MY 2017 PI Testing
Trooper Matt Respet
In mid-September, I attended the 2017
Model Year Police Vehicle Evaluation
conducted by the Michigan State Police
at the FCA Chrysler Proving Grounds in
Chelsea and Grattan Raceway in Belding,
Michigan. TSgt. Rick Schueler was also
in attendance. Both TSgt. Schueler and I
felt very fortunate to attend this event because of the knowledge gained on vehicle
performance, ergonomics, safety features,
and first hand driving experience with the
different interceptors offered to the law enforcement profession.
To begin our long journey, we attempted
to find the best route to easily pass around
Chicago and try to save time in the process. Such a route does not exist except
in fairy tales and fantasies. Not only are
the Interstates riddled with tolls occupied
with “friendly” people but even the darn
exit ramps have money sucking machines
called toll booths also!!! We quickly ap-

preciated the “friendly” people who were
assisting us with change after we found
the exit tolls required exact change only,
which we unfortunately didn’t have. Rick
unsuccessfully tried to negotiate our case
by parking just short of the toll, exiting the
driver’s seat of the rental car, and attempted panhandling from the poor deputy behind us. We certainly would not make for
a good two-man squad navigating through
the many toll roads of Chicago (by the
way, you have 7-days to pay your pittance
online).
The first night after a long day of driving, we attended a dinner at which the
Michigan State Police gave an overview
of the event and introduced the people
directly participating in the event. The
vehicle manufacturers spoke about the
new changes to the vehicles for model year
2017 from 2016.
The next day, Saturday September 17th,
we arrived at the FCA
Chrysler
Proving
Grounds on a rainy
morning. The acceleration, top-speed,
and braking tests
were placed on hold
due to wet conditions
on the track. During
this time, we spoke
with various engineers and other rep-

Victoria Ladwig
Manager

218-927-6713

grammas.pantry@yahoo.com

DOWNTOWN AITKIN
Hours: M-F 9-5; Sat. 9-3

“Quality Basics for Healthy Living”
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resentatives from Chevrolet, Dodge, and
Ford which proved to be very valuable and
showed us how much these companies
strive to make a vehicle that conforms to
all of our needs. I was impressed with the
interest Ford in particular had listening to
suggestions, comments, and concerns we
had about their product.
While speaking with Chevrolet, one of
the major differences they had between
Model Year (abbreviated by M.Y.) 2016
and 2017 Tahoe was a shutter system in the
front grill that opened and closed which is
designed to affect the amount of air-flow
through the front grill to the cooling systems. They advised this was mostly to increase fuel economy. The representatives
from Chevrolet were not immediately able
to tell us about a rear crash impact rating
but later told us it had a NHTSA crash
rating of 4-stars. Chevrolet and Dodge
both do not advertise a speed for rear-impact crash rating like Ford does with their
75mph rating. Both Chevrolet and Dodge
explained that Ford had a problem with
vehicle fires after rear impacts in the 90’s
and then went to conducting the rear impact testing advertising the speed. Dodge
and Chrysler were not able to tell us a
rear-impact speed and only a NHTSA star
rating. Chevrolet advised after MY2017,
they will be discontinuing the Caprice,
however, a visitor to the event told me
they have stated that in the past but still
make them for police use (we will have to

wait until next year to see if they continue to produce them). Chevrolet also reduced the price of the Chevrolet Impala
for MY2017 by approximately $3,800 attempting to target the administrative use
market. The cheaper MY2017 Impala will
not be “pursuit-rated”.
We spoke with the Dodge representative
and looked over the new Charger. The
Dodge Charger comes in a RWD or AWD
package as well as different power plant
options. I found that the Hemi V-8 motor
was not E-85 compatible and only the V-6
could run on E-85. The representative explained that the vehicle has RWD characteristics when operating the AWD vehicle.
During the presentation on Friday night,
the Dodge representative showed a video
demonstrating the MY2017 Dodge could
ford approximately 16 inches of water at
5MPH without causing engine problems
with water and the air intake system. Interestingly, Ford explained during their
presentation Friday night that fording waters (deep water or unknown water depth)
is very dangerous, but they test the interceptor in approximately 18 inches of water
at 15MPH and approximately 10 inches of
water at 40MPH.
Finally we spoke with the Ford representatives and engineers. A suggestion from
our troops that we brought with to speak
to the engineers was about the placement
of the trunk –release button returning to
the driver’s door. Ford representatives
explained they have heard the current
placement of the trunk-release button was
not favorable to some police departments
so they moved the button to the roof
area where the factory forward reading

light would be. Unfortunately, with our
Ecoboost sedan) handled very well and
Watchguard computer system, the auxilput up competitive numbers. A Ford repiary trunk-release button is covered up by
resentative explained how the 2.0L Ecoour cameras. The reason they placed the
boost out performs our former workhorse
auxiliary button there was for easy driver
known as the Crown Victora.
and passenger access if the squads were a
Rick and I have learned a lot coming
two-officer squad. As you can see, there is
to this event and had the pleasure of netdefinitely a difficult balancing act for the
working with other agencies to discuss
manufacturers to design a vehicle that fit
various issues in law enforcement as well.
the needs of the public and even different
It is comforting to see that the comradery
police agencies within law enforcement as
is still immediately apparent among those
a whole with one feature as simple as the
in blue. One eastern agency explained
location of a trunk-release button. When
that they were having mechanical engine
we spoke to the engineers and representaproblems with their vehicles and came to
tives, all of them appeared to be genuinely
find another type of vehicle or engine type
interested in the suggestions, comments,
to alleviate that problem. We are blessed
and few concerns we had with the Ford
to have had the opportunity to learn and
vehicles.
discuss various subjects with all different
Monday was the day of the Police Vehicle
kinds of people in different professions.
Dynamics Testing at the Grattan Raceway.
I whole heartedly believe that with the
The weather was sunny and warm and
training and equipment we have, we contrack conditions appeared to be perfect.
tinue to be a premier agency in the nation.
We spent the day watching all the different
As always, stay safe out there!
squads race around the track for the best
time (8 laps with three of the slowest laps
being eliminated). Each of the four drivers drove each of the vehicles around the
challenging course
filled with elevation
changes and corners.
While watching each
of the vehicles, the
Ford
Interceptors
appeared to handle
like locomotives on
a track. All of the vehicles from Ford (including a new FWD
Serving Carlton, St. Louis, Aitkin & Pine Counties
2.0L
pursuit-rated

218.879.0121

3181 Maple Drive
Cloquet, MN 55720
February 2017

218.644.1177
5605 Hwy. 210
Cromwell, MN

M I N NESOTA T RO OPER

17

embers those retired peace officers we have lost in 2016
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election in 2000, Rep. McCollum made
history as only the second woman
elected to serve in Congress from
Minnesota since statehood in 1858. In
Jackson, MN
Lakefield, MN
2012, Congresswoman McCollum was
507-847-3300
507-662-6464
re-elected with 62% of the vote.
Fax: 507-662-6366
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116 Vance Ave S, Erskine, MN 56535

(218) 687-4605

December 22, 2016 Age 100
State Patrol 1952 - 1974 Badge #182

* Full Line of Groceries *
* Fresh Meats * Fresh Produce *
* Pop * Candy * Bakery *
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 8pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm
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Edward A. Sosnoski

Edward A. Sosnoski
December 22, 2016 Age 100
State Patrol 1952-1974
Badge #182

Once Upon
a Time on
a Highway
Near You

On Sunday, October 16th, 2016, Troopers Hollencamp SP#491 and McGrew
SP#373 were enforcing one of the pillars of traffic safety at the bottom
of the off-ramp to Central Ave. from SB I-35 in Duluth. Unbeknownst
to them an unknown but most likely former disgruntled recipient of a
previous contact sought to hamper future enforcement efforts by posting
a homemade sign at the top of the off-ramp. There was such an effort to
hinder the troopers, a rock had to be placed on the sign so it wouldn't blow
away since it was quite windy that day. A Duluth Police Officer alerted
the troopers about the signage as he chuckled and drove away.

Ford Police Interceptor equipped with the Patrol-A-Potty option
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District 2800
Retiree Honored
by Special
Olympics –
Minnesota
by Captain Joe Dwyer –
District 2800 Commander
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LeRoy Ailts (SP508) has been retired
since January of 2012, but his dedication as
a public servant and commitment to excellence has not waivered since his departure
from the agency. At the 30th Distinguished
Service Awards Banquet for Special Olympics – Minnesota, LeRoy was inducted into
the Law Enforcement Torch Run Hall of
Fame. The awards ceromony was held at
the Pantages Theatre in Minneapolis. The
award was presented to LeRoy by Special
Olympian, Dave Lane and his mother,
Nancy. Dave Lane has been a past International Male Athlete of the Year for the
Special Olympics. He has also completed
Grandma’s Marathon in Duluth.
To be eligible for the award, the nominee’s involvement must demonstrate a
sustained and significant contribution to
the achievement of the goals of the Law
Enforcement Torch Run (LETR). The
minimum requirements for this award are
at least five years of participation, achievement in program development, organization and fundraising success. LeRoy has
been a faithful volunteer and donor to the
Special Olympics and the Law Enforcement Torch Run for nearly 20 years.
LeRoy was nominated for the Hall of
Fame award by University of Minnesota
Police Sergeant, Jim Nystrom, who serves
as the director of the Minnesota Law Enforcement Torch Run. This honor is bestowed upon one Minnesota police officer
each year for their involvement in Special
Olympics. As an avid runner and marathoner, LeRoy initially became involved
by carrying the Special Olympics torch
through various communities as it made
its way to the start of the summer games
on the campus of the University of Minnesota. LeRoy’s participation migrated
to the winter months when the Brainerd
Polar Plunge began eleven years ago at
Breezy Point Resort, where the event is
still held annually. LeRoy has served as
the Polar Plunge coordinator for the last
eight years. An event that started with a
handful of plungers has evolved into event
with approximately 400 participants taking the plunge into the frigid waters of
Pelican Lake each winter. Since its inception, the Brainerd Polar Plunge has raised
approximately $700,000 for Special Olympics – Minnesota. During the 2015 plunge

season, 20 events were held in Minnesota raising over 4.2 million
dollars.
In speaking with LeRoy, he shares two stories that bring him a
great sense of pride related to his affiliation with the Special Olympics. At his first Special Olympic Summer Games, LeRoy had his
squad car staged near a Schwan’s Ice Cream truck. LeRoy, taking
great pride in his uniform, sparkling squad car and image as a
Minnesota State Trooper, shared that he had a lot of anxiety when
the first athlete took a seat in the front seat of his cruiser with an
ice cream bar that was melting quickly on this hot summer day.
As this athlete, followed by a line of other athletes explored the radio controls and other equipment with the car, LeRoy’s epiphany
came when he saw their faces of absolute delight and knowing this
far outweighed the mess that would need to be cleaned up. At this
point, LeRoy knew he was hooked and that the Special Olympics
would forever have a place in his heart. In the same vein, LeRoy
would bring a great sense of joy to one athlete each year at the Polar Plunge by giving them the state trooper campaign hat after he
had completed his plunge. The athletes were so excited to get a hat
and the parents would comment on how proud their athletes were
as they wore the trooper hat. LeRoy offered that over the course of
the years, he has since run out of the campaign hats in his reserve.
As LeRoy transitions to another phase of life and retirement,
he welcomes outreach from new and former partners, alike, and
invites them to become involved in what has been one of the most
rewarding endeavors of his career and life after the Minnesota
State Patrol. LeRoy encourages troopers and partners from our allied agencies to “get involved.” LeRoy’s efforts related to this noble
cause showcase our agency’s core values even when our members
enter the retirement stage.
Thanks for all that you continue to do, LeRoy!

SIBLEY
SURVEYORS,
INC.
WE OFFER A COMPLETE RANGE OF LAND SURVEYING
SOLUTIONS INCLUDING PLATS, STAKING FOR ROAD
CONSTRUCTION & MORE
335 Main Avenue
Gaylord, MN 55334

507.237.5212

Big Daddy Glasses

by Eight Below Zero

Designed by
Spectacle Shoppe
owner David Ulrich

Why Choose Boring
When Style is Calling?

UPTOWN Hennepin Avenue
NEW BRIGHTON Silver Lake Rd
ST. PAUL Grand Avenue
BURNSVILLE Burnsville Center
888.797.EYES spectacleshoppe.com
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Line of
Duty Death
Ohio State Trooper
Kenneth Velez

On September 15th 2016 Ohio State
Trooper Kenneth Velez was working traffic
roadside when a vehicle slowed abruptly
at the sight of his squad, the car following
swerved to avoid the slowing vehicle and
into the path of Trooper Velez killing him.
On September 21st, 2016 Family, friends,
community and fellow Law Enforcement
gathered at the wake to pay their respects.
On September 22nd, 2016 he was laid to
rest.
Trooper Velez was 48 years old. He was a
member of the 118th Class which graduated in November of 1989. He was currently
assigned to the Cleveland Metro Post. He
is survived by three children, Christian,
Devin and Andria.
Minnesota Trooper Mark Lund, an honor guard member represented Minnesota
at this event. He presented the family with
the Minnesota State flag which was flown
at the Capital September 19th 2016 in
Honor of our fallen brother along with a
framed certification from Governor Mark
Dayton. Troopers from many states attended.
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What can we do for you?
Fletcher Logging: Fletcher Logging buys standing timber from private landowners from 20 acres to 3,000 acres.
Fletcher Leasing, Inc.: Fletcher leasing has hauled 1.5 million yards on just 1 job. No job is too big or too small.
Fletcher Landscaping: We carry decorative rock, mulch and various types of dirt. We have what you need.
Fletcher Repair Service: We have a complete line of heavy duty truck parts to get you back on the road fast.

Shawn Fletcher Trucking, Inc.
10545 Business 371- Brainerd, MN 56401
Office Hrs: 8am-5pm

Phone (218)-825-8824

Email: fletchertrucking@brainerd.net
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