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Joe Dellwo • MSPTA President

President’s Report

The 2018-19
Executive Council
I am very proud to have been reelected President of the Minnesota State Patrol Troopers Association. Thank you to the membership for showing your confidence in me to lead the MSPTA for the
next two years. The entire Executive Council and I look forward to
continuing the long tradition of the MSPTA proudly representing
our membership.
I would like to thank the delegates who left the Executive Council when their term ended in 2017: Northern Delegate Ron Madison, D2300 Delegate Corey Sik, D2400 Delegate Scott Schneider,
District 2800 Delegate Drew Olson. All of these former Executive
Council members devoted much time and effort serving our fellow troopers. We all owe them a big thank you!
The 2018-19 Executive Council is well prepared to serve the
membership. Continuing their service on the Council are incumbents Vice President Mike LeDoux, Southern Delegate Pat Miles,
Treasurer Daren Berglund, Secretary Rick Harjes, D2000 Dean
Grothem, D2100 Todd Zynda, D2200 Gabe Cornish, D2500 Scott
Fredell, D2600 Dan Beasley, D2700 Jon Carlson, D2900 Gerry
Hanson, D3100 Dave Koski, and D3200 Jack Danielson.
The newest members to the Executive Council bring a wealth
of knowledge and experience to the Council. The new members
include D2300 Dana Larson, D2400 Jason Theel, D2800 Darcy
Weinrich and Northern Delegate Scott Braaten.
On behalf of the Executive Council and as your President, I
pledge the following to our membership:
• We will continue to protect our well-earned defined
benefit pension
• We will continue to be fiscally responsible with our
MSPTA funds
• We will continue our strong MSPTA presence at the
Capitol
• We will continue to faithfully guard our contractual
rights
I also want to challenge our membership to GET INVOLVED
IN OUR MSPTA. This can be accomplished in three specific ways:
1. Attend your district’s MSPTA meetings. Many of you already
regularly attend the meetings and that is a very good thing. However, if you have not been to one for a while or have never been
to one, please know your participation matters and it does not go
2
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unnoticed. I will continue to attend district MSPTA meetings to
hear your concerns. Also, please contact me if you have MSPTA
concerns to discuss.
2. Consider writing an article for our magazine the Minnesota
Trooper. As we all know, we are living in challenging times for
law enforcement. It’s very reminiscent to the late 1960s and 1970s.
Some members of the media only like to report on the negative
or the sensational news in police work. The Minnesota Trooper is
published three times a year with over 2200 copies delivered each
time to active and retired troopers, state government officials, and
friends of the State Patrol. I have personally seen our magazine in
the offices of prominent government officials. Our magazine is
a great way to show all the positive things troopers do on a daily
basis across our state. The small investment in time and effort you
put into submitting an article to the Minnesota Trooper, will pay
big dividends. If you have any questions, please ask your district
delegate for assistance in submitting an article. Retired trooper
Mark Baker does an invaluable job as the coordinator of the Minnesota Trooper.
3. Get to know your State Senator and Representative. As state
law enforcement officers, we have a unique relationship with state
lawmakers not shared by other peace officers. Most of the Senators and Representatives truly want to hear from us. Introduce
yourself to them and/or invite them on a ride along. The time
spent with them will be beneficial to both the state legislature and
the MSPTA.
The 2018-19 Executive Council is ready to serve the membership. The more involved we all are in the MSPTA, the stronger
our association will be. I cannot emphasis enough: There is truly
strength in numbers.
In closing, I hope all the best for you and your families in 2018.
I look forward to see you when I attend the district MSPTA meetings. Please take care of yourself both physically and mentally. Be
there for your partners. Remember to stay alert, be cautious, drive
within your capabilities, and make it home safely at the end of
your shift. Live to enjoy our well-earned pension.
Stay Safe and Be Well,
Joe #446

Jottings
•
MSPTA Elections: Thanks to all
the hard work by Secretary Rick Harjes
#163, we voted electronically for the
first time last Fall. Thanks to all of our
members who exercised their MSPTA civic
duty by voting! In addition, a big thank
you to the members who ran for office.
Without dedicated delegates, the MSPTA
would cease to exist.
•
Contract Update: We negotiate
our MLEA Contract every two years.
Our current contract expired June 30,
2017. We are still working under the “old”
contract. This is not uncommon and has
happened for every contract in recent
history. Last Fall, the large State worker
unions MAPE and AFSCME negotiated
their contracts. They agreed with the
State negotiators on annual raises of 2 and
2.25 percent. Those contracts have been
held up by political infighting. In what
was largely unprecedented, the Legislative

Subcommittee on Employee Relations
voted along party lines not to approve
the negotiated contracts. The Democrats
voted to approve the modest 2 and 2.25
raises. The Republicans voted no with
some of them stating the raises were too
generous. Consequently, the State has
essentially halted any further negotiations
with MLEA. The State negotiators appear
to want to wait until the entire legislature
reconvenes on February 20. The MSPTA
will continue to contact legislators
stressing the importance of getting us an
equitable pay increase. Eventually, we will
settle our contract. When we do, back
pay is calculated and distributed in our
paychecks.

The pension bill passed the Senate
unanimously only to fail in the House.
Politics were played and ultimately the
pension bill was attached to a controversial
minimum was bill which was vetoed by
the governor. We will again work hard this
year to help stabilize our pension fund.
The good news – the positive stock market
has helped in returns. We will continue to
hear some people who want to dismantle
public pension say negative things about
our pension. We will continue to fight to
protect our well-earned pension.

•
Pension Update: The pension bill
we put a lot of work into last year also fell
victim to politics. Many people worked
very hard and made much progress.

At Westwind Woodworkers our cabinets are at home in every room.
The possibilities are endless; with the help of our designers our experienced
craftsmen can custom build cabinets or furniture for any room in your home or business.
From the very basic to the elaborate, you can be assured that each piece has
been meticulously handcrafted to the highest standard of quality yet personalized
with your unique style in mind. Our goal with every finished project is that
you and your friends will say “Wow”…
Westwind Woodworkers, Inc.
405 Westwind Court
PO Box 472
Cold Spring, MN 56320
PHONE: (320) 685-4313 FAX: (320) 685-4376
info@westwindwoodworkers.com

Showroom Hours
Monday thru Thursday
7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Friday 7:30 am to noon
Weekends and evenings by appointment
February 2018
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Colonel Matt Langer

Colonel’s Message

Let's be careful
this winter
I hope this message finds you well after
a busy holiday season and start of the New
Year. Time sure seems to move quickly
with truth to the old saying that “years fly
by faster than the days and weeks.” The
winter season either brings out the enthusiasts who want snow and lots of it, or
those who would rather be south for the
cold months. Either way, I trust you have
found a way to enjoy Minnesota’s winter…or escape it for a warm vacation.
Nothing makes the work of a State
Trooper more dangerous than snowy road
conditions. Yes, traditional acts of violence against law enforcement still occur
and we need to do everything we can to
prevent those occurrences. Yes, summer
days can be just as dangerous roadside as
an icy highway. We know that all too well
with Corporal Ted Foss’ death in 2000 on
a beautiful August day. However, nothing puts you in greater peril than an icy
or snow covered roadway. Thank you for
having the courage to do your work and
respond to those dangerous locations
where someone else made a driving error
that now causes others to be in harm’s way.
We have made progress when it comes
to keeping everyone safe roadside. Vehicle
lighting packages, high visibility garments,
using flares, researching our own crashes,
and good training combine to increase
safety. By the way, I am tremendously
proud of the fact that our organizational
culture embraces the wearing of high visibility garments. People take note of seeing
Troopers in yellow jackets and have come
to recognize that as our uniform while
roadside. Above all else, common sense
prevails. Use the tools available to you and
if possible, take that crash or traffic stop
4
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off the road and into an adjacent parking
lot or side street.
This year is going to bring about tremendous change in our technology. Last

right. We will continue doing the best we
can to implement these changes in a way
that feels like we are moving forward and
gaining, not losing. That said, each project

“ At a time when traffic fatalities
have been increasing across the country,
we are seeing a marked drop in fatalities
on Minnesota roads”
year we began a significant squad video
replacement project that will continue
over the next year or two until we are completely outfitted and all videos are stored
on central servers. I am excited about the
rollout of TRACS as a way to greatly enhance the efficiency and professionalism
when it comes to producing and storing
reports/forms. At the same time, we are
aggressively planning the rollout of our
CAD software while also paying close attention to the long-awaited update to our
CAD map. To be honest, I am not sure we
have ever had as many technology projects
going at the same time. Aside from these
projects, the day-to-day needs, purchasing, and maintenance of our technology
hardware and systems relentlessly continues. Thank you to everyone who plays a
role in the successful development and delivery of these services aimed to help others accomplish our mission.
Your patience and acceptance of these
changes is noticed and appreciated.
Ronald Heifetz said, “People don’t resist
change. They resist loss.” I think he is

will have hiccups that are both anticipated
and unanticipated. Thankfully, we have
great staff positioned to act quickly and
keep things moving in a positive direction.
When it comes to our core mission of
traffic safety, 2017 looks to be a year of
great progress. At a time when traffic fatalities have been increasing across the
country, we are seeing a marked drop in
fatalities on Minnesota roads. As I write
this column, we are trending nearly 50
fatalities lower in 2017 vs. 2016. That is
significant. There is no doubt in my mind
that your individual efforts related to assistance, education, and enforcement are
contributing to our success. Not only do
you work hard, you embody our core values of respect, integrity, courage, honor,
and excellence.
Thank you for your effort and positive attitude. It makes our organization
healthy, our work performance excellent,
and our roads safer. People are alive today
because of what you do when you go 10-8
for shift.

Mona Dohman

Commissioner’s Corner

How Text-to-911 will
affect you
In your work as a trooper, you know
that in an emergency, the public’s first instinct is usually to dial
911. It’s a trusted way
to call for help when
it’s needed the most,
so why shouldn’t they?
The answer is: Sometimes they can’t. There
are a lot of reasons why
calling 911 in an emergency could be unsafe
or impossible.
That’s why the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety Emergency Communication Networks division (DPS-ECN)
has been hard at work to deploy the Textto-911 program on a statewide level. The
new service was officially launched on Dec.
5, 2017. Currently, there are 15 public safety answering points live with Text-to-911,
eight of which are serving as regional answering points receiving texts on behalf of
multiple counties. As of this writing, the
Minnesota State Patrol Communications
Centers anticipate going live with Textto-911 services in a few months.
Text-to-911 is just what it sounds like: a
means of reaching emergency services via
text rather than voice. And although this is
an amazing advancement, there are limitations to be aware of.
First, location isn’t as accurate with texting as it is with a call. Dispatchers must
rely on the person texting to provide precise location information. This may take a
significant amount of time, and if the dispatcher has difficulty obtaining location
information, it could cause your response
time to be longer.
Second, think about how long it takes

for you to text back and forth with friends
or family. Sometimes text messages are de-

to-911 is a discreet way to get help.
In an emergency, all the person has to
do is type the numbers
“911” into the “To”
field in a new text. We
tell texters to include
their address and type
of emergency, and to be
prepared to give nearby
intersections and specific landmarks if they
don’t know the exact
address. We instruct them to use simple
words without abbreviations, slang, emojis, or pictures, then be prepared to answer
questions and follow instructions from
the dispatcher once they send the initial
message.
We also remind those who might text
911 that if they’re driving while the emergency is occurring to pull over and stop the
car so they’re not texting and driving. And
it’s important to know that translation
service is not yet available for non-English-speaking texters.
Most importantly, though, we’re explaining to the public that dispatchers
prefer to speak with callers, so whenever
possible, calling 911 should always be their
first option. An easy way to help them remember this is “Call if you can, text if you
can’t.”
Text-to-911 is an amazing advancement
for those of us in emergency services professions in Minnesota, and I fully believe
it will serve as yet another tool to help you
do your job better, a job you already do so
well.

“ ...you have all seen firsthand the
heartbreaking and needless devastation
impaired driving can cause. ”
layed, come out of order, or aren’t received
at all. And because it takes longer for someone to text 911 than to call 911, emergency
response time may be lengthened.
Lastly, remember that it’s harder for dispatchers to gather as much detail from a
text conversation as they do from a voice
call. They can’t listen for background noise
and voice inflection, which might give
them lots of information.
So why is Text-to-911 such a valuable
service? We can start with deaf, deafblind
and hard of hearing people, or those who
are unable to speak or have speech impediments: Text-to-911 will be their first
contact option. For those who can speak
and hear, calling 911 will remain their first
option unless they are in a situation where
making a call would compromise their
safety, such as during a home invasion or
domestic violence situation.
As a trooper, you’re more likely to run
into slightly different situations in which
Text-to-911 will be instrumental. Imagine
someone being taken against their will and
placed in a trunk or back seat. Text-to-911
could be used in a carjacking situation. Or
if someone is dealing with a person who
is particularly agitated or suicidal, Text-

February 2018
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The Dikes Have Failed By Sergeant Gerald K. Jenson District 3200
April 18, 1997, 1611 hours: The call
came from East Grand Forks. “The dikes
are failing, the Murray Bridge is no longer
accessible to the Point (a south East Grand
Forks residential area), helicopters are being requested for evacuation.”
That was the radio traffic when I walked
into the Thief River Falls State Patrol
headquarters radio room.
State Patrol Helicopter Pilot Chuck Berg
from Duluth had also just arrived in Thief
River Falls after being called out by the
Duluth patrol early that morning. A spotter would be needed to ride with him and
I jumped at the chance. I’m not a frequent
flyer, but even I know that pilots have the
best seat in the house—and they even get
paid extra for it.
We left the Thief River Falls Airport and
flew for the Red River and Grand Forks.
The Red River had already spread from
several hundred yards wide to several
miles wide. The Red Lake River, east of
East Grand Forks, was surprisingly easy to
pick out since its boundaries were still ice
covered and it was surrounded by overland flooding.
As we circled the East Grand and Grand
Forks area we could see where the dikes
had given out. New rivers were being made
into the Point area of East Grand Forks.
Water was also going over at least 10 percent of the dikes that were still intact. No
doubt, the hundreds of people who had
spent several days sandbagging around
the clock had lost the battle. Although we
didn’t see any people on rooftops, what we
did see was total devastation. The pictures
of the rooftops that we saw on TV did not
show the rooftops that were already under
water. Believe me, they were there.
We landed in a school yard on the Point
in East Grand Forks and assisted the National Guard with loading trucks with
evacuees. At this time, the water started to
fill the gutters of the street where we were
6
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Water reached
the tops of
bridges crossing
the Red River.

While this photo
shows water to the
roofs of houses,
some homes
were completely
covered with
water.

working. The water was ankle deep when all those who were willing to leave were loaded
into the trucks. There were some people across the street, 100 feet away, who were not willing to leave their homes. I guess they figured it couldn’t happen. The next day, the water in
this area was at least four feet deep.
As we departed the area in the helicopter, we could see the heavy equipment used to
enforce the dikes being abandoned. Water was on both sides of the dike that they had been
trying to repair. A losing battle was finally given up. As we left East Grand Forks and headed east toward Thief River Falls, water covered 50 percent of the area that we could see.
When we arrived at the Thief River Falls Airport, three army cargo planes had just landed and were unloading empty sandbags, which leads us to another story of the 1997 Flood,
also found in this issue of Minnesota Trooper.

Taken from August 1997

As the dikes failed, water reached neighborhoods where it has never been before.

High water closed roads and cut off neighborhoods in Grand Forks.
February 2018
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The Mighty Flood By Brad Bordwell District 3200
The flood of Grand Forks and East
Grand Forks will remain etched in my
mind for years to come. At 2 a.m. on April
18, 1997, I was sent over to East Grand
Forks. Dispatch had said, “They’re losing
the dike. Go over and see if you can help.”
As I arrived in town, traffic was moving
everywhere. I went to the police department to see where they could use me. Everybody seemed to be extremely anxious.
It was a chaotic atmosphere, with phones
ringing continuously and people moving
around at a hurried pace.
I was sent south of town on a county
road. The water had started to cross it and
I was to slow traffic and watch the water.
As I arrived at my post, I could see firsthand some of the struggle that the rest of
the town’s residents were going through.
People at a house right next to me were
in a fight to save what they had worked for
all their lives. They had already constructed a three-foot sandbag dike and were furiously working to increase its height. As
people came through my area, I would tell
them to stay down the center of the road
and take it slow.
People’s comments varied. Some
couldn’t believe this was happening. They
would say, “We never thought the water
would get this high!” Others would talk
about the flood of 1979. Sill others would
say, “We’ll make it. It will be all right.” All
in all, the attitude of the people was very
good. They seemed to know they were in it
all together and that only together would
they get through this disaster.
At about 6 a.m., my partner and I decided to shut the road down. The water
had risen to a dangerous level and it was
now unsafe for vehicles to pass. Before I
was relieved in the morning, I talked with
some of the people over a cup of coffee
they had brought me who had worked all
night long to raise the level of their dike.
They still had smiles on their faces as they
told me of all the work they still had ahead
8
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of them. They said they had survived the
flood of 1979 and were going to survive
this one too. I never found out if they won
their battle or not.
The following day I was sent up north
on Highway 220 to direct traffic. Sandbagging efforts were at an all-time high. Semi
trucks were hauling sandbags to critical
areas. Earth movers were rumbling down
the highway to assist in the dike building
efforts. National Guard trucks were moving in and out of areas evacuating people
that were a high risk. Mainly, our duty was
to monitor the traffic at intersections and
keep it moving smoothly. We would stop
traffic and let the semi trucks and National
Guard officers get to their areas as quickly
as possible. Traffic was quite heavy as everyone was coming to help. Vehicles were
moving in all directions. This day was like
an organized chaos. Our services were
definitely needed to maintain some order
in a desperate situation.
On April 26, 1997, I came back to East
Grand Forks and start my flood duty once
again. That day, was a totally different day.
All access to Grand Forks was shut off.
The battle had been lost and the Red River

Water rushes over the dikes.

had found its way into the cities. I looked
in amazement at the water that engulfed
Grand Forks and East Grand Forks. Everything was under water—houses, cars,
streets, yards. The duty of the day, once
again, included traffic direction. The attitude of the people was different. As I talked with people, I could see the disbelief in
their faces. Some people wanted to know
what they were going to do. Still others
had only what they were wearing as possessions. It was obvious that these people
were extremely tired. They had fought an
exhausting battle, and had lost. As I went
home at the end of the night, I realized not
to take for granted something as basic as
a home.
As I said earlier, the flood will remain
etched in my mind. I saw two towns devastated by the waters from the Red River.
However, I also saw these two communities pull together. Neighbor helping neighbor, everybody pitched in. It was an all-out
effort to save these sister towns. It struck a
chord in me. I am proud to be from Minnesota, because at a time of need you can
count on your family, friends, neighbors,
and Minnesotans.

Taken from August 1997

From the air, parts of Minnesota and North Dakota farmland looked like a new lake.

Dikes made of dirt lined the streets in East Grand Forks and Grand Forks.

Water flows on both sides of the dikes in East Grand Forks.
February 2018
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Thank
Yous!
Dear MSPTA
There are no real words to adequately
express our thanks and appreciation for
your kindness and support that you showed
by giving a generous donation in our son's
honor, Trooper Michael P. Stewart III, to
the Troopers Helping Troopers Foundation.
Your exceptional expression of sympathy
was greatly appreciated.
Thank You,
The Trooper Michael Stewart Family
Dear MSPTA
Thank you.
What an unexpected gift of support that
your association gave us at our International
Conference of Police Chaplains regional
training seminar in Duluth.
The $500 comes at a time of operational/
training need. Thank you so much.
We love serving those who serve. We are
very humbled and grateful to you all.
Kevin L. Norton, Executive Director
St. Louis County Law Enforcement
Chaplaincy
Dear MSPTA
On behalf of the men and women of the
Michigan State Police (MSP), I sincerely
thank you for your kind expressions of
sympathy regarding the recent line-of-duty
death of Tpr. Timothy J. O'Neill.
Nothing can ever prepare us for such a
sudden loss. The outpouring of support the
MSP has received has given us great solace
that so many people have thought about us
as we grieve the death of our fellow trooper.
It will give us strength and comfort as we
continue to serve the citizens of Michigan.
Please accept the sincere thanks of the
10
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entire State Police family. We are truly
grateful for your support during this
difficult time.
Sincerely,
Col. Kriste Etue
Director
Dear MSPTA
Thank you for remembering Wyatt and I
during this difficult time. We appreciate your
love, thoughts and prayers as we continue
on this journey.
Love,
Shawn & Wyatt
Dear MSPTA
On behalf of the United States Marine
Corps Reserve, the Mankato Toys for Tots
program and the 3,428 children we served
in Blue Earth, Nocollet and Waseca counties,
we would like to thank you for the generous
monetary donation you made to our 2017
campaign.
We are truly humbled that you thought
of our program when there are so many
programs out there.
Your donation helped serve many
underprivileged children in our area this
holiday season.
Blessings to all of you in the New Year!
Bernard D. Thompson
Mankato Toys for Tots Coordinator
Dear MSPTA
Your recent donation of $1000 will
be placed in the Minnesota State Patrol
Troopers Association Scholarship Fund.
Through you gift, yo change lives and inspire
students to achieve their personal and career
goals. Because of you and others like you,
over $300,000 in scholarships were awarded
last year to deserving and qualified students.
Your commitment and partnership are
the cornerstone of ATCC student success.
Thank you for making us a priority and
being part of a community that is Proud
to Give.
Sincerely,
Alexandria Technical and Community
College Foundation

Dear MSPTA
Thank you so much for your generous
gift to help support our trip to Washington
DC.
It was a very memorable time and very
special to take part during police week.
With sincere gratitude,
Denise, Alana and Colin Bowe
Dear MSPTA
The Daniel Drevnick Memorial Fund
appreciates your generous gift of $1000.
This Memorial Fund will be the platform
for our continued service, empowering our
military personnel and their families.
The Daniel Drevnick Memorial Fund
will promote the values you and I hold
dear: Freedom, Opportunity, Responsibility,
Compassion and Morality. These ideals are
present in all our military personnel and law
enforcement officers. Financially assisting
with the transition form military dedication
to civilian law enforcement is a way you and
I can make a difference in our communities
and a deserving patriot's future goals.
Thank you for you confidence in
our American Heroes and their families.
One hundred percent of your charitable
donation is awarded in the form of financial
scholarships.
With Sincere Gratitude,
Julie Drevnick
The Drevnick Family

Awards Committee

GE

E

O

E

By Trp Gerald Hanson
Let’s give credit where it is do. I have
just about finished my first year helping
with the awards committee. It has been
a really interesting experience so far and
I am thankful for the opportunity. While
the experience has been fun I would like to
take some time to touch on the nomination process and hopes that you all will be
a little more active in the future.
The nomination process is fairly
straightforward. Check General Order
16-10-046 which outlines the parameters
for each award and then fill out the nomination and submit it to the District/ Section commander of the employee being
submitted.
I am just finishing my fourth year
on the executive board and we have discussed in the past about trying to get at
least one nomination for Trooper of Year
and Civilian of the Year awards from every
district. While it may be overkill to have
one from every district I think four to five
nominations would be very possible. We
have had fewer than that at times for different awards.

I personally feel the awards given by the agency are an excellent way
to honor a job well done or specific
actions performed by members of
our agency as well as allied agencies and civilians. These awards
honor actions that go above and beyond our normal rolls in day to day activities. A reminder though that sometimes
we forget what is day to day and what may
be considered above and beyond. I would
like to ask everyone to just review the General Order and consider nominating people when they are deserving.
This year’s award winners are very
deserving candidates and I would like
to thank them for the service they have
provided. I would also like to thank the
the people who took the time and effort
to nominate them.
Without the time
spent on the nomination the work
these people do
would not have
been awarded.

I
would
also like
to thank
all of you
for
the
work you
do
on a daily
basis. I am ever
greatful for
the state we live and work in. We may not
always hear it, but the job we do is appreciated by many people around the state. As
we get into the winter months remember
to stay safe with the treacherous road conditions and remember scene safety at the
crashes. I look forward to serving you on
the executive board for another two years
and at least two more on the awards committee. Stay safe!!

Andy Oliver
Andy Oliver – President

980 W. Lakewood Ave. P.O. Box 466 Lake City, MN 55041
(800) 345-0583
● (651) 345-3362
fax: (651) 345-3759 ● email:aoliver@acrotechinc.com

President

980 W. Lakewood Ave.
PO Box 466
Lake City, MN 55041
800-345-0583
651-345-3362
651-345-3759 fax
aoliver@acrotechinc.com
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A Great
Honor
by Trp Jason Theel

12
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When writing this article for the Trooper Magazine, it reminds me of the line of
duty funerals I have personally attended.
The State Patrol’s command staff and the
Troopers Association has allowed a member of the MN State Patrol’s Honor Guard
the opportunity to attend several of the
Out-State funerals.
To better understand the process, I will
explain how it works. First, President Joe
Dellwo and Lieutenant Kevin Skalsky will
receive information of a line of duty death
through the Officer Down website. The
Troopers Association also sends a $250.00
check to the family of the fallen. Then the
information is passed along to the Command Staff for approval. When authorization is granted from Colonel Langer,
a Minnesota State flag is flown over our
State Capital in honor of the fallen Trooper. Then a Trooper from 4600 (usually
Lieutenant Flynn) will get a certificate for
the flag signed by the Governor and Colonel Langer. The MN flag is then folded and
placed in a special carrier for the Honor
Guard member attending the out of state
funeral. Perhaps the most important person in this detail is Sue Carpenter (Colonel
Langer’s secretary). She arranges flights at
the last second, maintains contact with
the assigned Trooper, and keeps our best
interest in mind. She will truly be missed
when she retires.
Once the Honor Guard member has
the certificate and flag they are ready to
go. They pack, double and triple check
to make sure they have everything, kiss
the family and off we go. I myself have
attended 5 out of state funerals and each
time I fly out, I cannot help to think about
the family I’m about to meet. I sit in my
seat thinking what to say, how can I extend
my condolences to this family. I also wonder about how I’m going to keep it together once the flag is presented to the grieving
widow and children.
Once they land and the car is rented,
they will drive to the hotel where other out
of state Troopers are staying. After checking in to the hotel the class A uniform is
taken out to make sure it survived the
flight, gear is shined up, and then it is time
for the visitation. This is when the MN flag
and certificate is presented to the family.

As I stand in line for this I cannot help to
think about what am I going to say to this
poor family that has just lost their hero. I
think to myself, keep it together and represent the Minnesota State Patrol well. I
always say the same thing to the grieving
family, “On behalf of the State of Minnesota and the Minnesota State Patrol, this
flag was flown in honor of Trooper xxx.
We are very sorry for your loss.”
In the past funerals I have attended, approximately 12-22 different state patrols
agencies have sent representation. We

You pack your bags, load them into the
rental car and head to the airport. I will
return the car and head into the airport
hours before my flight. I check my duty
weapon, and head through TSA. It is crazy to me how different TSA is throughout
this country, but that is for a different article. On the plane I go, hoping my service
weapon made it on also. I text my family
and tell them I will be home soon, and am
looking forward to hugging them a little
tighter when I get home.
The last one was a 30-hour trip to

“ It is a great honor to represent that
Minnesota State Patrol and being a part of
the Honor Guard ”
shake hands, swap patches, challenge coins
and exchange stories over a beer. It is a
true brotherhood we are a part of. Law
Enforcement around the country are doing the same thing we do up here, keeping
the wolf at bay and serving their communities. We are all proud to be apart of the
brotherhood. After the stories run out we
go back to the hotel room, call our families, and prepare for the next day, knowing
it will be quite emotional.
The morning of the funeral, everything
is shined up and you begin the long day.
You meet with the host agency, get your
directions and instructions where to stand
and sit. They are always so kind and grateful. You always say the same line, “sorry
for your loss.” You try to keep it together
as they talk about the fallen. I believe it
is the hardest when they have kids and
you see how sad they are. Once the funeral ends, you line up for the procession
(many times you ride with the host agency). Upon arrival at the burial site, you
line up and watch the Colonel give the flag
to the fallen, and they hug it as if it will
bring back their hero. You hear the final
call, and then the rifles snap you out of the
thousand-yard stare and bring you back to
earth. You are released and stand and talk
with other troopers around. They will all
want to grab a quick photo, and back to
the hotel you go.

Stockton California. A hero, who was
working TZD on Christmas Eve, for a little extra money, with three little kids at
home excided for their dad to get home, so
they can open some presents. That hero,
Trooper Andrew Camilleri was struck and
killed by an impaired driver doing over
100 MPH. That hero never got to see the
excitement in his children’s eyes when they
opened the presents he got them. Those
kids were robbed of seeing their dad open
his presents they got for him. As I sat on
the plane flying home this was all I could
think about. How sad I thought, what a
preventable death, but it happens.
It is a great honor to represent that Minnesota State Patrol and being a part of the
Honor Guard. We would love to have people join. I realize that being a part of it
might not sound that fun, I thought the
same thing, you want me to get into my
class A uniform and stand at the position
attention for hours. I am here to tell you
that the honor you get from this job, outweighs the other stuff by far. The relationships you build are priceless. If you are
not 100 % committed in trying out for it,
please talk with one of us about the HG.
We do other things than funerals, and
have great people on the team. Send me
an email if you have any question about
HG, I would love to answer them. Thanks
for your time!
February 2018
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Florida
Connection

When: Wednesday February 28, 2018
Where: Homer's Original Smorgasbord
1000 Sebring Parkway Sebring FL 33870
Cost: $7.00 per person, includes tax & gratuity
Pay at the door
RSVP: Bob Cartwright, Retired MSP
863-202-5578 msp33retired@hotmail.com

Hope to see you in Sebring, FL on February 28, 2018

St. Louis County Law
Enforcement Chaplaincy
"Serving Those
That Serve Others"
In October, Mike LeDoux made a donation
on behalf of the MSPTA to Father John
Petrich in support of the St. Louis County
Law Enforcement Chaplaincy program.
The law enforcement chaplains provide
invaluable support to law enforcement
officers throughout St. Louis County.
14
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Bears
That
Care
submitted by Scott Fredell SP 553 Treasurer of Bears That Care
On October 23rd The Minnesota State Patrol’s very own Bears
That Care visited two Twin Cities area hospitals. These hospitals
were the University of Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital
and the Shriners Hospital. Twice a year Uniformed troopers and
Radio Communication Officers visit the two hospitals close to
Easter and Halloween. Each visit a trooper or RCO dresses up in
the Smokey Bear or McGruff the Crime Dog costume and deliver goodie bags to the kids in the two hospitals. The goodie bags
contain a coloring book, small toy, stuffed animal, stickers and
baseball cards. For the kids to old or to young to receive a goodie
bag that patient either receives a hand made quilt from Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Princeton, MN or this year the older patients
received a remote-controlled quadcopter (drone). Bears that Care
just celebrated its 30th year of hospital visits and brightening the
lives of some special kids. The Child Life staff say there is quite a
buzz in the hospital when the squad cars roll up and uniformed
troopers get out and prepare for the visits. They say it is hard to tell

who gets more out of the visits, the kids or parents. This is a great
opportunity for troopers to show the human side of law enforcement officers. We get to visit with the patients, parents and staff;
we get to interact with them in a non-threating way.
With the recent trend of media press not always showing law
enforcement in a positive light it is refreshing to hear a thank
you from a parent or nurse. It is nice to know not everyone is
against officers now, and there is actually a large body of people
that are on our side. So often it is easy for us to get negative or
start feeling down about the profession and the general public. Visiting with the patients and parents in these hospitals is a
boost for our moral. It makes our problems seem small compared to a little kid hooked to a lot of tubes, pumps and wires.
They sit up and really seem to cheer up and appreciate our visits.
Thank you to all the volunteers over the years that have pitched
in and made a difference!
For more information on Bears That Care visit our web site.
www.bearsthatcaremn.org

Pictured right:
Smiles all the
way around at
the University
of Minnesota
Masonic
Children’s
Hospital!

Pictured above: L-R Trooper
Scott Fredell, Capt. Jason
Bartell, RCO Don Ochs, RCO
Jeff Chaney, Trooper Ryan
Velazquez, Office Staffer
Jill Luckow, Trooper Lisa
Lorenzen

Pictured left: L-R Trooper Scott Fredell, Trooper
Ryan Velazquez, Trooper Lisa Lorenzen, RCO
Jeff Chaney as Smokey Bear, RCO Don Ochs as
McGruff the Crime Dog, Sgt. Gordon Shank, State
Patrol DUI Coordinator Jill Luckow, Capt. Jason
Bartell with wagons full of goodie bags and quilts
Trooper Ryan Velazquez, Office Staffer Jill Luckow,
Trooper Lisa Lorenzen
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Minnesota Retired Peace Officers Association
Compiled by Steve Brotzler
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Carl Steffen
January 10, 2017 Age 63
State Patrol 1978-2009
Badge #125

Lloyd E. Olsen
January 30, 2017 Age 887
State Patrol 1955-1984
Badge #223

Ray Thorpe
January 30, 2017 Age 89
DNR 1953-1982
Badge #44 K-246

Kenneth F. Hennen
March 9, 2017 Age 76
State Patrol 1967-1996
Badge #61

John W. "Jack" Larson
April 12, 2017 Age 88
State Patrol 1952-1984
Badge #197

Lyle H. Loeding
April 27, 2017 Age 90
State Patrol 1952-1985
Badge #39

Lee Urnes
May 19, 2017 Age 71
BCA 1972-2011
Badge #352

Alfred Love
May 30, 2017 Age 94
State Patrol 1957-1979
Badge #244

James S. Barth
June 13, 2017 Age 73
State Patrol 1967-1998
Badge #85
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Remembers those retired peace
officers we have lost in 2017

Arnold W. Kreun
June 17, 2017 Age 97
State Patrol 1962-1985
Badge #103

Dale Ebel
June 17, 2017 Age 65
DNR 1985-2007
Badge #90 K215

Terence F. Twomey
June 22, 2017 Age 81
State Patrol 1957-1972
Badge #261

Dennis J. Landborg
July 20, 2017 Age 71
State Patrol 1972-1998
Badge #147

Robert Ewald
August 05, 2017 Age 74
State Patrol 1967-1998
Badge #357

Philip J. McMahon
September 28, 2017 Age 89
State Patrol 1957-1988
Badge #247

Jeremy Leese
October 30, 2017 Age 44
BCA 2006-2017
Badge #1354

Floyd W. Roman
November 04, 2017 Age 94
BCA 1973-1987
Badge #302

Wesley Paulus
November 07, 2017 Age 91
State Patrol 1955-1983
Badge #209
February 2018
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Memorials continued

Michael W. Gorden
November 29, 2017 Age87
DNR 1963-1985
Badge #120 K-141

Robert J. Laakso
December 2, 2017 Age 78
State Patrol 1962-1994
Badge #116

Winslow Monument Service
(WMS), can help you make
heartfelt and important decisions
about yourself and loved ones.
You can be reassured that
WMS is Reliable, Experienced,
Honorable and Trustworthy.
We are a family-owned business
that has been in operations for
over 25 years! We specialize
in Memorials (headstones,
gravestones, tombstones,
monuments) in the greater
Minneapolis / St. Paul and
surrounding areas.

1428 Valley View Road
Chaska, MN 55318

Teresa Winslow
Owner, Design Specialist

30577 PEARL DRIVE
ST. JOSEPH MN 56374

PHONE: 800-450-6969
TH

22606
AVE
FAX:186
320-363-7882
COLD SPRINGS MN 56320
We have what you need to keep your
PHONE:
800-450-6969
sewer systems operating efficiently

22606 186TH AVE
www.flexiblepipetoolco.com
COLD SPRINGS MN 56320

800-450-6969
We havePHONE:
what you
need to keep your
www.flexiblepipetoolco.com
sewer systems operating efficiently

Local: 952.368.7575
email: twinslowwms@gmail.com
website: www.wmsmonuments.com
18
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Ronald M. Nikkola
December 16, 2017 Age 84
State Patrol 1963-1988
Badge #73

We have what you need to keep your
sewer systems operating efficiently

Line of
Duty Death
Texas Department of
Public Safety Senior Trooper
Thomas Nipper
Interstate I35 south of Dallas toward
Waco and beyond. The trip was two and
a half hours and was for a proud, all too
frequent event; a Texas Trooper with 34
years of service to the Patrol (44 years of
law enforcement) was struck while exiting
his squad car by a motorist weaving in and
out of traffic on this same stretch of interstate. Someone that was in too much of
a hurry to notice or care about the officer
trying to make the roadway safer. This
motorist took the life of a husband, father
and grandfather. This motorist took the
life of a dedicated servant to the state of

Texas; Trooper Nipper dedicated his life
to making Texas a safer place to live. His
partners walked up to the stage to speak
of their love for their partner and the epic
hole that would be left in their collective
lives with his passing.
Temple Bible Church in Temple, TX donated its sanctuary so that everyone that
wanted to attend the funeral be able to pay
their respects. The forty minute trip from
the funeral to the internment was unreal;
when I looked out my side mirror I could
see squad cars for over 1.5 miles and there
was at least a mile of squads to my front.

When we got to the cemetery all of the
TX DPS units were already there and the
Troopers formed up; so the 2.5 miles of
squad cars were all local and visiting agencies!
Again I was honored to represent the
MN State Patrol; as soon as I exited the
rental car at the cemetery I was immediately met my a male and female. The male
told me that he couldn’t believe that MN
sent someone to the funeral; he had originally grown up in Forest Lake and had
moved to TX a few years ago and was now
a detective. The female, his daughter, was
originally from Prior Lake and was also
now down in TX. He made it very clear to
me how proud he was to see the Maroon
uniform and know that we were there for
them.
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Fletcher Trucking Inc.

Fletcher Trucking is a wholesale and retail supplier of decorative rock, boulders, mulch,
varies types of black dirt and sand, and DNR approved firewood.

Mulch

Decorative Rocks

Black Dirt & Sand

*Goldenrod

*Gray Granite

*Class 5

*Mink

*River Rock

*Screened Black Dirt

*Cannon Red

*Pea Rock

*Sand
*Washed Sand

*Natural

Landscaping supplies sold by the scoop or by the truck load. Free
delivery available for local deliveries.
Repair shop is also available for DOT inspections and full service
repairs.

Contact Us:
(218)825-8824 Fax: (218)825-3715
Email: fletchertrucking@brainerd.net
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Food Shelf
Donation
On December 8th at 0650
2700 Delegate Jon Carlson, Sgt.
Dickenson, Trooper Sjodin, and
Trooper Bustrak presented a check
for $500 to the Second Harvest
Northern Lakes Food Bank during
a local news broadcast for the
food drive. The donated money will
provide approximately 1500 meals
for hungry families, children and
seniors in Minnesota and western
Wisconsin.

Ted Foss Golf
Tournament 2017

The annual Ted Foss golf tournament was held Monday, August 21st at the Cedar Valley Golf
Course in Winona. The weather
was a perfect golf day. Highs in the
80s and some sun.
The date was moved a week
earlier than usual this year due to
course scheduling and the college
golf team.
The above personnel represented the State Patrol this year, with
hopes of having more golfers at
the 2018 tournament. (I’ll try to
let you know well in advance when
the date is announced).

Pictured left to right:
Front row: Trp Jason Theel
(4450), Trp Ricki Magana (2160),
TSgt Pat Ignaszewski (2160)
Back row:
Dan Vickmark (Ret.2900),
RCO Jamie Kime (SRCC),
RCS Twylla Vickmark (RTMC)
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SIBLEY
SURVEYORS,
INC.
WE OFFER A COMPLETE RANGE OF LAND SURVEYING
SOLUTIONS INCLUDING PLATS, STAKING FOR ROAD
CONSTRUCTION & MORE
335 Main Avenue
Gaylord, MN 55334

507.237.5212

Legionville
submitted by Sgt Neil Dickenson

Left: Sgt. Neil Dickenson & Agent Tony Berryman-Minneapolis Department School Patrol Resource Officer at Legionville
Upper right: Caiden Spry (Grand Marais) awarded one of the MSP scholarships for Legionville & Sgt. Troy Christianson at Legionville
Lower right: Legionville Front Entrance
Legionville is a summer camp where
school patrol students are taught the fundamentals of school patrol, school bus
safety, bicycle and pedestrian safety. It is
located just north of Brainerd, and is operated by the American Legion, using State
Patrol Troopers as instructors.
Each year, the Minnesota State Patrol’s
Public Information Officers and former
Safety Education Officers serve and have
served as the instructors at Legionville.
Sgt. Jesse Grabow, Sgt. Troy Christianson,
and myself are scheduled for 2018 and will
carry on the tradition established many
years ago.
Legionville is currently taking applications. Students/Campers who will be 10
years old before September 1st and not
older than 13 years will be accepted. Exceptions to this restriction can be made,
but must be cleared in advance through
the American Legion.
This year, Legionville will be celebrating
80 years of instruction. It actually started 82 years ago, in 1936, but because of

World War II classes were canceled in 1942
& 1943. The ‘old familiar barn’ is gone and
a new one has been built.
Besides school patrol and school bus patrol training by troopers, other instructors
help complete the week with swimming,
canoeing, first aid training, and many
other activities and games. The camp is a
very active place. Although there may be
a limited number of scholarships available
each year through local schools, State Patrol Troopers Association, local American
Legion posts and many other venues, parents can pay for their kids to go. The registration fee is $275 per student and that
includes lodging and meals.
Campers will enjoy 6 days and 5 nights
of learning and fun. This year, weekly sessions will run from the middle of June until the middle of August. For registration
and camp information go to: http://www.
legionville.org
At Legionville, we stress the importance
of safety as a member of their school patrol by taking on a leadership role and

bringing those learned skills back to their
schools.
The Minnesota State Patrol has a great
working relationship with the American
Legion, and recently with the AAA Insurance Company, in providing the campers
with the instruction and hands-on skills
they will need as members and leaders
in their school patrol. We also work with
Agent Tony Berryman from the Minneapolis Police Department School Patrol program and Officer Michele Giampolo from
the St Paul School Patrol’s Program, to
sustain and improve school patrol safety
training in Minnesota.
Last year, the MSPTA donated $2750 to
the Legionville scholarship fund that was
used to send a select few to Legionville. It
is set up for each district to have the ability
to send one person to Legionville through
the MSP scholarship fund. For information, or to request a scholarship, contact
your MSP PIO in your district.

February 2018

M I N NESOTA T RO OPER

23

Big Daddy Glasses

White Clover Farms

by Eight Below Zero

Designed by
Spectacle Shoppe
owner David Ulrich

Fresh Herbs

Mike & Diane Keller
OWNERS

21647 Co. Rd. 130
Paynesville MN 56362
Ph: 320-243-7646
Fax: 320-243-7633
whitecloverfarms14@gmail.com

Trooper Jon Carlson and his wife
welcomed a new baby girl Molly
Elizabeth Carlson born 11/27/17.
Congratulations!!
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Why Choose Boring
When Style is Calling?

UPTOWN Hennepin Avenue
NEW BRIGHTON Silver Lake Rd
ST. PAUL Grand Avenue
BURNSVILLE Burnsville Center
888.797.EYES spectacleshoppe.com

Your 2018- 2019
Executive Council
Dan Beasley, Trooper, District 2600 delegate
I joined the Patrol in 1996 and was assigned to the 2510 station. In 1998 I transferred to
the 2610 station and then in 2000 to the 2520 station. In 2001 I was promoted to District
Investigator in District 2500. In 2016 my family and I moved to a hobby farm in Wright
County and I gave up being an investigator to transfer back to the 2610 station.
Most of my time is spent on kids activities or working around the farm.
My goal as representative for 2600 is simply to serve and represent the troopers there as
best I can.

Fast & Friendly

Serving Carlton, St. Louis, Aitkin & Pine Counties
Serving
Aitkin &
& Pine
Pine Counties
Counties
Serving Carlton,
Carlton, St.
St. Louis,
Louis, Aitkin

Service!

3360 220th St. West • Farmington, MN 55024
651-463-2281 • ImpactAutoRepairmn.com
Fast & Friendly
Mon-Fri, 7am-5:30pm • Sat, 8 am-2pm

Service!

3360 220th St. West • Farmington, MN 55024
651-463-2281 • ImpactAutoRepairmn.com
Mon-Fri, 7am-5:30pm • Sat, 8 am-2pm

218.879.0121
218.879.0121
218.879.0121
3181 Maple Drive

3181
3181 Maple Drive
Cloquet,
Cloquet,
MN 55720
55720
Cloquet,MN

218.644.1177
218.644.1177
218.644.1177
5605 Hwy. 210
5605 Hwy.
Hwy. 210
210
5605
Cromwell,
MN
Cromwell,
MN
Cromwell, MN
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Daren Berglund, Trooper, Treasurer
I graduated from the academy in May 2009. I began my career in the East Metro, in
the 4450 station. In September of 2011, I moved to the St. Cloud District, 2670 station
in Elk River. I currently work a rotating schedule and am also a crash reconstructionist
for district 2600.
Elected to the council as Treasurer in 2015 to replace Brian Polansky when he retired.
Wife Kelly and 5 children, with only two of them still at home.
Hobbies include woodworking, golfing, and spending time outdoors watching my
kids play sports.
My goals for the association are to continue to use technology to enable us to be better
stewards and caretakers, and to manage our finances to continue serving the association
going forward.
Prior to beginning my law enforcement career, I obtained a BS Degree in Accounting
from Bemidji State University. I worked in the accounting field in the private sector for
several manufacturing firms before transitioning to my current career.

Scott Braaten, Trooper, Northern Delegate At Large
I started with the State Patrol in May 1999 working in 4550 beat until transferring
to the 2730 Station in Duluth in August of 2000. I was the 2760 Station Sergeant, dog
watch, for several years until coming off nights to work days. I served as the backup
District Delegate in 2700 until being elected Northern Delegate and have been an active
member in the Trooper Association for my entire 18 year career. I have been married to
my wife Jamie for 18 years and have a 13 year old son, Brady. I enjoy hunting, fishing,
and golfing. As Northern Delegate I want to continue to protect the rights of members
make sure the contract is applied equally to all members. I also want to ensure we continue to maintain a healthy Association fund for years to come.

Jon Carlson, Trooper, District 2700 Delegate
I am Trooper Jonathon Carlson and I am the 2700 delegate. I have been the district
2700 delegate since 2016. I started with the patrol in 2009 in 4450 and transferred to
2730 in 2011. In my free time I enjoy hiking and camping. I live in Duluth with my wife
Kari and our 3 children Logan, Connor, and Molly. It is my goal while district delegate
to preserve the rights of the members and to continue expanding my knowledge on the
contract and the association.
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Gabe Cornish, Trooper, District 2200 Delegate

I have been a Road Trooper for 20 years. I find my heart is in working the Road and working
alongside amazing partners.
I have been on the Executive Council for 8 years. I stay active in work on pensions and retirement, working at the Capitol doing legislative work and fostering a great working relationship
with our District Administration.
I have been married to a wonderful woman, Sarah, for 16 years and I have 3 super kids. When
I can I enjoy reading History, traveling, bow hunting and anything outdoors.
My goals for the Association are to remind Troopers the vital role that the MSPTA plays in
maintaining a balance when it comes to Agency needs and Employee needs. Whether you realize
it or not, the MSPTA works daily to defend your discretion, ensure your contractual rights are
respected, and that your pay and retirement benefits are protected and enhanced. We maintain a
strong presence at the Legislature.
We will continue to build these relationships, so that your voice is heard on items which impact
your daily work.
We as State Troopers are blessed to work for a highly respected organization. Our job offers us
the ability to positively impact lives and enhance public safety on a daily basis . Find your niche
and keep contributing and enjoying your career!

Jack Danielson, Trooper, District 3200 Delegate
Trooper since 1998
Served in Roseau station for 11 years
Served in Bemidji station for 9 years
Delegate since 2012

Joe Dellwo, Trooper, President

I have been a trooper since 1999. I have worked my entire career in the 2510 Station. Prior
to becoming a trooper, I was a high school Social Studies teacher and football coach for 13 years.
With the help from my trooper partners, I continued to coach high school football in Shakopee.
Seven years ago I retired from coaching after 25 years. Every Fall when another season starts, I do
miss the kids but I’m enjoying spending more time with my family and hunting.
I have team taught Traffic Law at the academy for many years with my long-time partner and
friend Trooper Al Thompson #543. I have also been a EVOC/Vehicle Contacts Instructor. I am
a former FTO, NAST Trooper, and Nightcap Coordinator for Scott and Carver Counties. Prior to
being elected MSPTA President, I was the District 2500 Delegate.
My wife Christine and I have three adult children. Our oldest child is Trooper Kenny Dellwo
#11 of the 2220 Station. As a family, we enjoy spending as much time as possible at either our
cabin near Backus or on our hunting land near Frazee. I also enjoy spending time training and in
the field with our 3-year-old British Lab, Trooper.
My goals for the MSPTA:
·
Protect our well-earned defined benefit pension
·
Maintain a strong MSPTA presence at the Capitol
·
Faithfully defend our contractual rights
February 2018
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Dean Grothem, Trooper, District 2000 Delegate
Elected to the Executive Council in 2010 as the 2000 delegate and have been in that
position since. Currently assigned to the Flight Section in St Paul. Married to Larissa
since 2010 and we have a 4 year old son Conner and a 2 year old daughter Kaleigh. My
goal for the Council is to ensure that the communication between management and the
Troopers is truly 2 way, and that everyone has an understanding of our work agreement
and that the State is beholden to it just as they expect us to abide by it.

115 Main St. E. Remer, MN • 218-566-6100 or 800-841-7204
email: thunderlakerealty@gmail.com
www.ThunderLakeRealty.com
Mark Ruyak, Owner/Broker

We are a Veteran owned and operated business

Foxy
y
Roxy’s
y
Diner

Shem Daugherty-Realtor, Mary Daugherty-Admin, Kerry Ruyak-Owner/Realtor,
Marc Ruyak-Owner/Broker, Barb Bertrand-Assoc Broker/GRI, Scarlet Bennett-Realtor.
We are the group of Realtors that you can trust to work hard for you. We always have
your best interests in mind and understand that in any transaction, the client is the boss.
We are veteran — owned and a majority of our agents are veterans. We are honest and
trustworthy. We are who we are, the same people you’ve known for years. We don’t act
differently or treat people differently, we are consistent. If you are ready to buy, sell or are
just curious about the real estate market, give us a call. A call to us will be another thing
you will be thankful for in the new year!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT THUNDERLAKEREALTY.COM FOR ALL OUR LISTINGS!
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100 2nd St, Lancaster, MN. 56735
(218) 762-1799

Gerald Hanson, Trooper, Tech Sergeant District 2900 Delegate
Started with the Patrol in 2005. Worked the Ada/Mahnomen and St Cloud stations
prior to joining 4700 in Detroit Lakes District in 2010.
Served on the Executive council board since 2014. Served on the Safety/ Equipment
committee and now also on the negotiations committee.
I enjoy golfing, movies, working out, helping where needed.

Rick Harjes, Trooper, Secretary

I started with the Patrol in 2015 with the 56th Academy. I started down in Worthington, MN
in the 2320 Beat. I put in for a transfer to get back home near Elk River, MN in the 2670 beat. I’ve
been working there on Dogwatch since August 2016. I’ve also been teaching technology related
courses for every academy since I’ve been with the Patrol. I worked in Grocery Retail prior to
coming to the Patrol in store management.
I started with the Association in early 2016 by taking over the duties of website administrator
for the association. Later in 2016, a vacancy opened up in the St Cloud District for an Association
Delegate due to a promotion. I offered to take over the spot and was voted in to represent the
Troopers in the District. In mid-2017 a vacancy occurred in the Secretary position and volunteered to take care of the position duties until an election could be held. I was voted in to office by
the membership in November 2017.
I’ve been married to my wife, Adrienne, since October 2013 and we have a beautiful daughter
who is 15 months now, Adalyn. I love walleye fishing, shooting, camping and single track mountain biking.
My goals for the association are to ensure our association remains financially strong, make
smart financial decisions and to get information to members quicker.

Dave Koski, Trooper, District 3100 Delegate

I have worked in law enforcement for 28 plus years, first with the Virginia, MN police department, and the last 13 with the MN State Patrol. I currently am assigned as District Investigator in
District 3100. My wife Angela and I have been married for 27 years. We have three children ages
20, 23, and 25. I have served on the MSPTA Exec Council and as 3100 Delegate for the past 2 plus
years. Most of my family has worked in the mining/iron working trades and I come from a strong
union background. The association is an important aspect of the profession in promoting and
working for the benefit of all troopers.
My hobbies include motorcycles, fishing, hunting, hiking, and spending time at the cabin.
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Dana Larsen, Trooper, District 4700 Delegate
My name is Dana Larsen. I am currently a Technical Sargent in 4700, stationed in
4720, Marshall. I started the State Patrol in 1996. I worked dog watch in 2400 and then
transferred to 2350 in 1997. Throughout my career I have been involved in Defensive
Tactics, Background Investigator, Field Training Officer, NAST Trooper and Peer Support program. Prior to the State Patrol, I served 3 years as a Police Officer and 3 years
as Deputy Sheriff.
I am married to my wife Jane, of 32 years and have 3 children and 1 grandchild.
My hobbies include golfing, deer hunting, camping and spending time with my family.

All NEW

TITAN HD 1500 SERIES

Starting at

$5,199*

MODEL 74450
24.5 hp Toro Commerical V-Twin Engine**
Two-tone Adjustable Suspension Seat
Innovative Tool Carrying

Shakopee

(952) 445-6310

After $300 instant rebate

Anoka

(763) 323-1720

Loretto

(763) 479-8200

www.lanoequip.com

*Subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. See dealer for details. Instant Rebate deducted at time of purchase. Manufacturer suggested
promotional price subject to local dealer participation. Rebate expires 5/31/17.
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Mike LeDoux, Vice President
Started June 1994 4460/4470 (St. Paul) currently assigned 2730 (Duluth)
Executive Council Experience Vice President 2016-2017
District 2700 Delegate 2014-2015
Family (Wife) Melisa
Hobbies Hunting, Fishing, Water Skiing, Hockey, Traveling
Goals for Association---Return the “negotiation” to the contract negotiations process
and break the pattern settlement “take it or leave it” trend. Promote the use of a Stanton
V comparison to improve wages and benefits for current and future members. Protect
current contract language and strive to improve upon benefits already provided. Promote association education and involvement with all members. Remain proactive at the
legislature on issues affecting the membership. Ensure the State Patrol Retirement Fund
remains sustainable for active, retired, and future members. Protect the financial resources of the association for future generations. Prepare the next generation to assume
leadership roles in the MSPTA. Promote strength in unity.
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Pat Miles, Trooper, Southern Delegate at Large
Started with the state patrol in 2004. I am currently assigned to the 2520 station and
have been in district 2500 for 12 years. This is my second full term as southern delegate.
My beautiful wife, Aimee and I, have 2 boys. Brady 11, and Lincoln 7. I enjoy hanging out
with my family as well as working out, and cheering for the Chicago Bears. My goals for
the association is to negotiate a fair contract and work to keep all troopers safe.

Is your Driveway/Road a Mess?
inc.

We have MANY low cost options to fix the problem
and we have CRUSHED CONCRETE!

We also offer: Excavating, Retaining Walls, Septic Systems,
Demolition, Basement Excavation, Shoreline Renovation & More!

Call, text or e-mail
us today!
Office: (218) 566-2913
Cell: (218) 838-1862
Changemyland.com

Email:
Changemyland@hotmail.com
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1401 American Blvd. E.
Unit 4
Bloomington MN 55425

855-440-4678

Jason Theel, Trooper, District 2400 Delegate
My name is Jason Theel SP100 and I’m honored to be the new 2400 delegate. I started
with the patrol in 2009 (best class ever) where I was stationed in the 4450 beat. I have
spent my entire time with the patrol in the best district, 2400. I’m a firearms instructor
along with being on the honor guard. When I’m not working I enjoy golfing and spending time with my family. I spend the summer weekends at our camper when I’m not
working. Did I mention I like to golf. My goals for the Trooper Association are to try
and get caught up with the local agencies.

Darcy Weinrich, Trooper, District 2800 Delegate
Hello, I grew up in Fergus Falls, MN. I graduated from Alexandria Technical College
in 1992. I then worked for several police departments before becoming a MN State
Trooper in May 1999. As a trooper I have been a FTO, Firearms Instructor, TFO, and on
MFF. I have worked the stations of New Ulm and St. Cloud. I am currently stationed
out of Brainerd and live in Nisswa. I am honored to serve the great troopers of 2800 as
their delegate. When not at work, I enjoy time my wife and 2 teenagers. In the summer
I love being on the water and chasing ducks and pheasants in North Dakota with my
yellow lab in the fall. In 9 years, I hope to only be cold on Christmas visits.

Todd Zynda, Trooper, District 2100 Delegate
I joined the Patrol in 2001, and after working in the 4460/4470 station for the first two
years, I transferred to the 2130 Austin/Albert Lea station. My wife Angelita and I have
been married for 26 years, and we have two daughters and one son. I am a background
investigator and an FTO. I enjoy Umpiring High School Baseball in the spring and
VFW/Legion Baseball in during the summer, and taking rides with my wonderful wife
on the motorcycle.
This is my first term on the executive board as a delegate, and I intend to continue
the respectful communication established between the Association, its members, and all
levels of the State Patrol.
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Pictured Alternate Delegate Mike Lee
Scott Fredell, Trooper, District 2500 Delegate
Graduated with the 43rd class in May 1999. First assigned to the 4550 station in downtown Minneapolis. Transferred to 2540 station just over a year later, currently stationed
in 2540. I have been an FTO, member of the RRT, and Auto Theft Team member. Treasurer for Bears That Care since 2004.
I have been the District Representative for 2500 for two years, and an alternate for two
years prior to that.
I have been married for 32 years and have two grown children, our son is married and
works with computer programming in Edina. Our daughter is a missionary currently
serving in Taiwan.
I enjoy hunting, shooting and volunteering with the Masons and Shriners at different
community events. I am also a part-time University of Minnesota Police Officer and a
part-time Isanti County Deputy. Also webmaster for four web sites.
I hope to increase attendance at the District meetings through short informative
meetings (and door prizes). And also to increase the State Patrol presence in the community through Bears That Care. To be a voice and resource for Troopers that have to
meet with their supervisors at any level.
I am the State Patrol representative on the following committees: Isanti County TZD,
Isanti County Emergency Services Council PAC, Treasurer of the Isanti County Law
Enforcement Association, and Law Enforcement liaison to the Isanti County Beyond the
Yellow Ribbon Task Force.

Pictured are two former Minnesota
State Troopers from the class of 1985.
Both are now commanders in charge of
events at the 2018 Super Bowl. On the
Right is St. Paul Police commander Rich
Straka, formerly SP331 and Bloomington
Commander Mark Stehlik.
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Toys for Tots
Photo on the Left: Mankato District Captain Jeremy Geiger
and MSPTA Delegate Gabe Cornish present Mankato Toys for
Tots Coordinator Bernard Thompson with a donation from the
Minnesota State Patrol Troopers Association. The Mankato District has participated in the annual Marine Corps Reserve Toys for
Tots program for the past 11 years. The idea to have a collection
site at the District Office came from MSPTA member and current
2210-Fairmont Station Sgt. Casey Kester. This year the Mankato
District Office collected 665.00 cash and 224 Toys. The Mankato
District encourages others to check out becoming a drop off location for the program.
Lower Photo: Mankato Area Troopers, Supervisors and Officer
Staff helping package up toys that were collected. The Mankato
Area Toys for Tots served 3,428 area children this year.
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DAN’S TIRE & SERVICE CORP

The Vermilion Club

(320) 289-2255

Home of the 24” Bamboozeler Pizza!

150 W. Schlieman Ave Appleton, MN 56208
Auto Value certified service centers offer quality repair
and maintenance services for vehicles with:
• Over 2,900 locations to choose from for unmatched
service, integrity, and dependability
• Experienced and knowledgeable
ASE-Certified technicians
• Confidence Plus North American Warranty to
guarantee the work performed
“Where you
always deal directly with the
Located on the West end of Daisy Bay, Lake Vermillion
• 24 month/24,000 mile limited parts and labor
owner andFull
quality
guaranteed”
Bar – Fullis
Menu
– Off Sale – Open 7 Days a Week
warranty
Phone: (218) 753 – 6277
www.restaurantpizzabar.com
• SafeRoute Roadside Assistance Program for fuel,
oil,
“Where
you always deal directly with the
“Where you always deal directly with the
and water service, lockout and flat tire assistance,
owner and quality is guaranteed”
owner and quality is guaranteed”
and battery jump-start”
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At Innovative Cabinet Designs, we
specialize in custom residential and
light commercial cabinetry. Whether
you are looking to remodel or start
from scratch we can help your vision
become a reality. Contact us today
for more information on our custom
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Randy@innovativecabinetsinc.com

18476 Kenyon Avenue
Lakeville, MN 55044
952-236-8882
877-452-9802
Fax: 952-236-8893
centerlinefreight.com

Brad Johnson
President & CEO
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