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“a HERO is an ordinary individual who
finds strength to persevere and endure in
Trooper
spite of overwhelming obstacles”
— Christopher
Reeve
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An Asian Restaurant
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The Blue Pages
Minnesota State Patrol, Save Valuable Time!

Use The Blue Pages In Your Booking and Intoxilyzer Sites. Your Arrestees
Will Quickly Locate and Confer With An Attorney Specializing in Criminal
Matters, Stepping Up the Booking Process. Alcohol/Drug Testing and Bail
Bonds Also Included.
DWI/DUI

Traffic Violations

Drugs/Theft/Murder

Boating While Intoxicated

D.N.R. Infractions

For Additional Complimentary Copies Call:
(763) 404-1303 or 1-888-640-Blue (2583)
www.bluepagesattorneys.com
info@bluepagesattorneys.com
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Minnesota Law requires that this directory be made available with all other directories.

Pleased to be of service to Minnesota Law Enforcement.
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Joe Dellwo • MSPTA President

President’s Report

The MSPTA
Stays Busy at
the Capitol and
Elsewhere
The MPPOA Legislative Conference
was held February 10-11 in Two Harbors.
This annual conference is an opportunity
for MPPOA members to discuss current
issues facing our profession with some of
our state legislative and government officials. MSPTA members attending this
year were Mike LeDoux, Pat Miles, Gabe
Cornish, Jon Carlson, Mark Fahning,
and myself. We heard excellent speakers
that included Speaker of the House Kurt
Daudt, Attorney General Lori Swanson,
Representative Tony Cornish, and Senator
Warren Limmer. There was also a debate
between LDF attorney Peter Wold and
BCA Superintendent Drew Evans on the
pros and cons of officers involved in a critical incidents viewing video before writing
a report. If you are involved in a critical
incident, our MSPTA position is to follow
the advice of your LDF attorney.
The Spring NTC Conference was held
February 27-March 1. The host state was
California. This conference is a chance
for trooper associations from across the
nation to discuss common issues facing
all of us and to share ideas on how to deal
with these issues. Attending for the MSPTA were Mike LeDoux, Greg Burgess, and
Bill Sires. The conference highlight was a
presentation by Gordon Graham. Gordon
Graham is a 33-year veteran of California
Highway Patrol. His education as a risk
manager and experience as a practicing
attorney, coupled with his extensive background in law enforcement, have allowed
him to be recognized as a leading professional speaker in both private and public
sector organizations with multiple areas
of expertise. He is the founder of Lexipol;
2
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one of America’s leading providers of defensible policies and training for public
safety organizations
The MPPOA Washington DC Congressional Fly-in was held March 1-3. This
conference affords association leaders to
discuss issues facing Minnesota Law Enforcement with our congressional members. Associations that sent representatives were the MSPTA (Ron Madison, Pat
Miles, and myself), Minnesota Conservation Officers Association, BCA, St. Paul,
Duluth, Bloomington, Rochester, Chaska,
and Hennepin County. We met with all
10 members of Congress: Senators Klobuchar and Franken, and Representatives
Walz, Lewis, Paulsen, McCollum, Ellison,
Emmer, Peterson, and Nolan.
Since January, the MSPTA has spent
much time at the Capitol lobbying for issues important to the membership. The
MSPTA Legislative Delegates are Gabe
Cornish, Pat Miles, Mike LeDoux and
myself. We have had numerous meetings with many legislators from across the
state. We gave testimony to the Legislative
Committee on Pensions and Retirement.
Since a majority of the State Patrol funding comes from the Trunk Highway Fund,
we closely monitor the work of the Transportation Committees in both the House
and Senate. We also initiated legislation to
increase trooper cadet pay while attending
the Academy. The law that sets cadet pay
at 70% of a starting trooper salary has not
changed since 1969. As we all know, many
things have changed since 1969. Recruitment and retention of quality officers is
a major issue facing all law enforcement
agencies. The current law puts us at a

comparable disadvantage to other agencies in Minnesota that have an academy.
The legislative session is scheduled to be
over on May 22. At the time of this writing, the legislative session was far from being complete and things can change very
quickly in the legislative arena. Nevertheless, I will say in our meetings with many
of the legislators, we appear to have support from both the republicans and democrats on many of our issues.
We proudly welcome our new members
from the 58th Academy. Greg Burgess,
Mike LeDoux and I met with them on
May 8. We signed them up for our association, discussed the role of the MSPTA,
and presented information on our pension, deferred compensation, and health
care savings plan. We wish all of our new
partners’ success as they begin their new
career with the State Patrol.
Our current MLEA Contract expires
June 30. At the time of this writing, MMB
has not scheduled any negotiations sessions but they will be soon. Your MSPTA
representatives on the MLEA negotiations
team are Bill Sires, Gabe Cornish, Dave
Koski, Pat Miles, Ron Madison, Daren
Berglund, Mike LeDoux and myself.
Recently, Diana Bjorkman from the Law
Enforcement Family Support Network
(LEFSN) contacted me. The LEFSN’s mission is to provide resources to law enforcement families to keep them strong as a way
of promoting officer safety and wellness.
Please see the article on the LEFSN in this
edition of the Minnesota Trooper.
Long-time MPPOA Executive Director
Dennis Flaherty is retiring June 1. Dennis
has been a real champion lobbying for all

peace officers in Minnesota. We will miss you Dennis and wish you all the best in the
next chapter in your life. We welcome the new MPPOA executive director Dave Metusalem. We look forward to continuing the positive working relationship between the
MSPTA and MPPOA.
The membership approved a proposed change to our by-laws that will allow for electronic voting on MSPTA Elections. This change will increase voting and add efficiency
to the voting process. D2600 Delegate Rick Harjes has been working on this change so
we have it ready for the elections this Fall. Thanks members for approving this change.
Currently we have five of our members battling cancer: Dave Kalinoff, Brian Homeier, Josh Orbeck, Derek Haehnel, and Rob Frisby. All five of them and their families are
truly remarkable in their courage and resilience. Thanks to all of our members who
have been helping and who will continue to help our troops and their families in many
different ways.
In closing, please take care of yourself both physically and mentally. Be there for
partners. Remember to stay alert, be cautious, drive within your capabilities, and make
it home safely at the end of your shift. Live to enjoy our well-earned pension.
Stay Safe,
Joe #446

JOTTINGS
MPPOA Annual Conference is
June 10-12
The next Executive Council Meeting
is July 11
MSPTA Golf Tournament is
July 12-13
Big thanks to retired trooper Doug
Brown for coordinating this great
event
Retired Trooper Day
August 8

SIBLEY
SURVEYORS,
INC.
WE OFFER A COMPLETE RANGE OF LAND SURVEYING
SOLUTIONS INCLUDING PLATS, STAKING FOR ROAD
CONSTRUCTION & MORE
MSPTA members with Representative Kurt Daudt.

335 Main Avenue
Gaylord, MN 55334

507.237.5212
June 2017

M I NNESOTA T RO OPER

3

Colonel Matt Langer

Colonel’s Message

Crunch Time
As I write this article, we are the in the
midst of “crunch time.” Several exciting
and important events are set to occur over
the next few weeks. First and foremost,
graduation plans are underway for the
2017 academy as cadets stare down the remaining two weeks before walking across
the stage. It is invigorating to watch cadets enter the beginning stage of their career with the Minnesota State Patrol. The
amount of work that goes into planning
and executing the academy is incredible.
Thank you to all of the Training and Development Section staff, staff officers, and
instructors who dedicated time to make
the academy successful.
Next, the legislative session is in its remaining weeks. While we all have had
lessons about government and civics in
school, getting a front row seat to the process is remarkable and truly interesting.
One thing that remains constant is the
support for the State Patrol. The support
we receive is the direct result of the work
you do on a daily basis and the relationships you form as upstanding members of
your communities. It is a pride-filled experience to advocate for traffic safety and

(952) 890-5303 Phone
(952) 890-7201 Fax

the State Patrol knowing the foundation
we have poured (back to 1929) remains
strong.
Another event that converges on this
busy time is Law Enforcement Memorial
Week. This is a time when we stop to honor the sacrifice of others. One of the most
humbling experiences we can have is to
meet the families of those who have been
killed in the line of duty. We honor those
who have gone before us by remembering
their loss throughout the year, with special
emphasis during this special week in May.
Nothing stops the passage of time, with
this year being the 20 year anniversary of
Corporal Tim Bowe’s death. I hope you
had the opportunity to take part in a local
service to remember those who have come
and gone before us.
The hiring process for the 2018 academy
is also underway. This year we are trying a
different written test as the initial screening instrument for our process. A personality inventory will be used rather than a
cognitive test. Cognitive skills are still critical, but will be ascertained during the psychological assessment. Another change is
the replacement of our current physical

7401 W 126th St.
Savage, MN 55378

www.greensideinc.com
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fitness test with a rowing machine. As
a low impact, time efficient, physically
demanding way to exercise, this change
will benefit the agency in several ways. If
you are skeptical of the rowing machine,
I’d encourage you to give it a try and see
what happens after a couple of minutes
of hard rowing. These changes are consistent with our commitment to hire the
best. The changes are also a result of great
discussion from our internal recruitment
meeting that included members from all
across the state.
Finally, this year will be significant in
terms of technology. WatchGuard 4RE
cameras will be installed in hundreds of
squad cars. This will bring us into current
technology with improved processes related to data storage. Updates to our CAD
and mobile environments are also in the
works. At the same time, we are working toward an electronic forms solution.
On top of that, the long awaited updated
CAD map is still a work in progress (albeit behind our anticipated schedule). An
amazing amount of work is being done by
dozens of people on these initiatives with a
commitment to improve and advance our
systems.
I hope the summer brings you time for
rest and relaxation. We live in a world of
constant interaction. While some of that
constant interaction comes with our line
of work, we bring some of it upon ourselves. I speak from experience when I say
it can be very hard to “unplug.” My family
has some weekends set aside this summer
as well as a week up north at a small resort.
I am already looking forward to summer
fun in Minnesota – and hope you are as
well. Thank you for all that you do to
make our agency excellent.

Mona Dohman

Commissioner’s Corner

Adding to the Ranks:
Minnesota State Patrol
Recruitment
There is little doubt that the Minnesota State Patrol
is one of the best law enforcement agencies in the state.
You’re out there every day keeping our citizens safe on
the roads, working with other agencies and first responders, and saving lives. Believe me, that doesn’t go
unnoticed.
During this year’s state patrol recruitment season,
we talked to several of you about what you like best
about your jobs, and I was struck by how diverse your
answers were. It really highlighted who you are and
why you’re here.
For example, when asked why they chose to become
troopers, one respondent said the Minnesota State Patrol is so highly respected, he just couldn’t pass up the
opportunity to work here. For another, the choice had
to do with work environment: “I knew I did not want
to work a 9 to 5 job. I like the freedom of being out on
the open road and the opportunity to patrol several
counties.” And a third was inspired by family: “My father was a State Trooper in the Bemidji Station and I
grew up seeing the excellence the State Patrol offers.”
We also asked why troopers like the job so much.
Some like the teamwork involved: “I enjoy being able
to provide support to other partner agencies.” The variety involved in this work appeals to a lot of you: “Every shift will be different from the last—that’s about
the only guarantee.”
And many of you find being a trooper to be extremely rewarding, especially in all the ways you help
the public: “You’re effecting change, you’re saving
people’s lives, you’re serving the community.” Another
trooper highlights “getting drunk drivers off the road,
writing those seatbelt tickets. It’s a rewarding job in
that respect, just to know you’re out here making a
difference.”
Some of my favorite answers were about why the
Minnesota State Patrol is a great place to work. Personal growth was way up there for some of you: “We do
so much more than patrol the highways. We have the
opportunity to branch out into several specialty areas
and develop specific skill sets.” And teamwork within
our agency is another bright spot. As one trooper said,
“The State Patrol is a great team and we all work well
with each other.”

The positive things you’ve been
saying about the Minnesota State
Patrol are really helping bring others
into your ranks. You may recall that
applications for the LETO program
were accepted starting May 1. In the
first 24 hours alone, we received 116
applications – including 22 women –
and those were candidates who had

already passed the personality test!
We are getting a diverse pool from
which to choose your new colleagues,
so that the Minnesota State Patrol –
and the citizens you serve – truly ends
up with the best of the best.
Thank you for the hard work you
do every day, stay safe!

Big Daddy Glasses
by Eight Below Zero
Designed by
Spectacle Shoppe
owner David Ulrich

Why Choose Boring
When Style is Calling?

UPTOWN Hennepin Avenue
NEW BRIGHTON Silver Lake Rd
ST. PAUL Grand Avenue
BURNSVILLE Burnsville Center
888.797.EYES spectacleshoppe.com
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Real ‘horse’ power
In late May, the Minnesota State Patrol launched a
unique new enforcement vehicle-the 1989 Ford Mustang.
Twenty Mustangs are currently on the road in the state.
The idea of Mustangs as patrol cars is not unique;
several states such as Florida, Missouri, Idaho and
Wisconsin currently have them in use. What's unique
about Minnesota's Mustang program is that the cars
here are unmarked and there are no plans to use them
as marked patrol vehicles.
"As unmarked vehicles, they're more useful because
now every Mustang on the road is a potential squad
car," says Assistant Chief Glen Grarnse. District 2500
Trooper Al Smith agrees: "There's going to be more
courteous driving whenever people see a Mustang,
because they don't know whether it's an unmarked .
People will slow down and drive more carefully. And
the Mustangs are very popular cars. There are a lot of
them out on the roads."
The MSP's 20 Mustangs are spread out all over the
state. The two metro districts-2400 and 2500---each
have four, while the other 12 are in outer Minnesota.
They come in many different colors, from three different
shades of blue, to gray and red and black.
The troopers chosen to receive the Mustangs all had
to fulfill certain criteria. First, they had to request a
Mustang and then their driving record was checked

A close look at the interior reveals the vehicle's
specialized equipment.
6
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Trooper Al Smith says he loves the way his Mustang handles.
to see how many accidents they'd been involved in. The trooper's location also
came into consideration, since the patrol wanted to be sure that each district got
at least one car.
As part of the deal for getting the cars, the troopers had to agree to attend a
two-day training program conducted by Minneapolis Star-Tribune columnist
Paul Brand. The training took place on a closed course at the White Bear Lake
Vocational-Technical Institute. Smith says the course covered the dynamics of the
cars as well as a lot of hands-on experience in cornering, braking and skid patterns.
Smith, who has had his car for a few weeks (he was the last trooper to receive the
car), says the car "handles excellently." According to Smith, it has many advantages.
"I see a lot of things I wouldn't normally see if I were driving a marked car. I see a
lot of discourteous drivers and behavior like cutting people off and tailgating.
I also see a lot of people passing me at high speeds."
The Mustang itself also has advantages over an unmarked sedan, the main
one being safety, according to Smith. "I'm able to get right up behind people

The MSP decal on the passenger door is the only thing that
outwardly identifies this as a patrol vehicle.

MSPTA members were again honored to attend the
2017 Wishes and More Winter Ball held on Saturday
February 25th, 2017 at the Marriott Center in downtown
Minneapolis.
This years theme was SPARKLES AND SPURS.
Trooper Jon Carlson went all out on the theme, complete
with a new set of western boots and an authentic
cowboy hat.
The event hostess was Wishes and More Board
President Karla Blomberg, along with support hosts
John Hines from WCCO Radio and Tom Reid, MN
Wild Broadcaster. This was truly an entertaining event.
The event was supported by over 100 volunteers for
the two days preceding the event, and over 50 volunteers
during the evening of the event.
Wishes and More is a Minnesota based children’s
charity. They serve children of Minnesota and bordering
states by providing a wonderful wish experience to
qualified children and their families.
The event included several guest speakers, including
some very personal and humbling stories from children
who have been recipients of a “wish”, and from families
who have been helped by Wishes and More.
The Minnesota State Patrol Troopers Association is
proud to be a continuing supporter of Wishes and More,
and thanks the fine people involved in this charity for
their continuing work.

Real ‘horse’ power continued from previous page
before they know I'm pulling them over.
People don't realize I'm stopping them until
they see the red lights. It's safer because
then they can't take off and I don't have to
chase them. I'm more concealed until the
last minute. The acceleration in the car is
quicker, too, so that helps alleviate chases."
Smith says the only disadvantage he's
run across is the same for any unmarked
vehicle--extra caution through intersections
while running the red lights is demanded.
As for how the smaller, lighter Mustangs
will handle on Minnesota's icy winter roads,
Smith says, "Who knows? We'll have to wait
and see."

The only thing that distinguishes
the Mustangs as patrol units are a few
modifications from the standard equipment
and a State Patrol decal on the passenger
door. All of the lights are concealed, as is
the radio equipment. Also, the cars don't
have any extra antennas.
As for the future of the Mustangs on
the patrol, Gramse says that they'll start
preparing the bid for new patrol units in
September and the bid will go in sometime
around the first of the year. "That's probably
too soon to order any additional Mustang
units, so we might wait another year before
expanding the number of them on the
roads."
June 2017
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Thank Yous!

DAN’S TIRE & SERVICE CORP
150 W. Schlieman Ave
Appleton, MN 56208

(320) 289-2255
Auto Value certified service centers offer
quality repair and maintenance services
for vehicles with:
• Over 2,900 locations to choose from
for unmatched service, integrity, and
dependability
• Experienced and knowledgeable
ASE-Certified technicians
• Confidence Plus North American
Warranty to guarantee the work
performed
• 24 month/24,000 mile limited parts
and labor warranty
• SafeRoute Roadside Assistance
Program for fuel, oil, and water service,
lockout and flat tire assistance, and
battery jump-start”
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Dear MSPTA
I would like to take a moment
to personally thank you for the
generous monetary donation to
Officer Lucas Cellew's family.
This tragic event has
profoundly affected our
employees and their families.
Your donation showed great
kindness and consideration
during a difficult time, and
reminds us that we are fortunate
to have such tremendous
support within the communities
we serve.
On behalf of the men
and women of the California
Highway Patrol, you have our
most heartfelt appreciation.
Sincerely,
J. A. Farrow,
Commissioner California
Highway Patrol

Dear MSPTA
Thank you so much for the donation!
It is very helpful for Porter's doctor's bills
and travel expenses. Thank you for being
there for us!
Sincerely
Warren Family

Dear MSPTA
Great to see you and all your
colleagues last week. I hope your
trip was productive. As always,
if I can ever be of service to you,
please let me know
Sincerely,
Tom Emmer
Congress of the United
States, South District
Minnesota

Dear MSPTA
We could never adequately express the
appreciation we have for all the cards, emails,
texts, and phone calls we received upon the
death of my Dad. To Lt Nancy O’Connell,
Trooper Chris Halder, and retired Sgt Bruce
Spurgeon; that you would make the trip all
the way into Iowa (on your own time) to
be there with our family at the funeral did
not go unnoticed. My entire family was as
honored as I that you came.
Thank you to the Trooper’s Association
for the beautiful peace lily, it will hold a
prominent place in our home. All memorials
received were given to the American Legion,
Dad retired from the Navy with 20 years
active duty and another 10 years after that in
the reserves. Having spent my entire career
in the 2110 Station, I had no idea I knew so
many Troopers across the State. Thank you
ALL, for the prayers – they help!
Thanks again and good luck!
JKelley & Carol McGraw, and Family
SP245 / D2100

Dear MSPTA
Thank you for sponsoring
our Are You Smarter Than the
5th Graders event on April 11th.
We had over 650 people attend
and we raised nearly $10,000!
Thank you for your support
of the Children's Museum and
this fun annual event!
Sincerely,
Children's Museum of
Southern Minnesota

Dear MSPTA
On behalf of the entire AZ Connection
Party Committee as well as those folks that
attended this years party, I would like to
thank you and the MSPTA association for
your continued support of this gathering.
With the help of the MSPTA, MSPSA and the
MRPOA associations, we buy gift cards that
are given out as door prizes every year. The
people who win them are always appreciative
of those gift cards.
Again, Thank You and the MSPTA for
your donation.
Sincerely
Brad Ferris

2017 Arizona
Connection
Party

On February 4, 2017 the 30th. Annual Arizona Connection Party
was held at View Point Golf Resort in Mesa, Arizona.
Don and Liz Keepers and Jerry Dickson were honored for
organizing this event that they started back in 1988.
50 people were in attendance at this year's event with retiree's
from the State Patrol personnel, DNR both Minnesota and Iowa
as well as retired officers from local departments.
Next year's event will be held at the same location on Saturday
February 3, 2018.
All active and retired members of the State Patrol family, DNR
and BCA are welcome to attend.

February 4, 2017 MSP Arizona Connection
Front Row: Dave Peterson, Don Keepers, Jerry Dickson, Lee Jacobson, Don Dahl, Ken Kammen
Back Row: Don Monson, Dick Hull, Gary Ginder, Jim Elmer, Larry Sell, Butch Hurd, Louie Kamrowski, Mike Sommers, Brad
Ferris, Jim Lane, Marc Schiffler, Larry Klukow.
Missing: Richard Johnson and Bob Crace.

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIR SINCE 1957

643 20th Ave. So. Lino Lakes, MN 55038
Black Topping • Resurfacing • Patching
Bob Cat Grading • Crushed Rock
Snow Plowing & Removal
Striping & Sweeping

MATT VESEL
(651) 429-7005
(651) 248-5729

Free Estimates!

Repair Shop
Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30

Impound Lot
Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30
Sat & Sun 10:00-12:00

20152 KENRICK AVENUE - LAKEVILLE, MN 55044

MareksTowingandRepair.com

14345 Conley Ave
Rosemount, MN 55068
651-437-6422 1-800-999-2963
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Fighting the
Good Fight
"When someone has cancer, the whole
family and everyone who loves them
does, too." — Terri Clark

Rob Frisby
Trooper Rob Frisby came to the State Patrol via the class of 1990. Rob is an Army veteran
and was part of the MSP canine unit for nearly 15 years before returning to the road in the 4560
beat. In late February 2017, Rob was diagnosed with a soft tissue sarcoma in his shoulder called
Pleomorphic Rhabdomyosarcoma. Rob had a lung biopsy done on March 8th which
showed the cancer had metastasized to his lungs. Rob had a very successful first round
of chemotherapy in which the tumor shrunk and he did not get plagued with many of the
common side effects associated with chemotherapy. Rob remains extremely positive hoping
the tumor continues to shrink with the additional rounds of chemo and then surgery can
be performed to remove what Rob has named the POS; PleOmorphic rhabdomyoSarcoma.
Follow Rob’s fight on his caring bridge site, robfrisby, and remember to keep his wife Jen
and daughter Ellie in your thoughts.

10
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Derek Haehnel
Trooper Derek Haehnel SP473 graduated with the 54th Class in 2013. He was
stationed in the 4550 station and recently
transferred to the 4570 station where he is
currently stationed. In the summer of 2014
Derek was diagnosed with a melanoma
lesion on his scalp. The melanoma was
removed and further checkups showed
nothing further. In late February 2017
Derek was getting ready for work and
suffered two seizures. He was rushed to
North Memorial Hospital, the hospital
staff worked to see what the cause was.
A scan showed a mass on the back of the
brain that needed to be removed as soon
as possible. That mass was removed successfully, although further scans showed
more masses in his brain. The oncologist
recommended a procedure called gamma
knife to remove the new masses. At that
time the Doctor recommended a full body
scan to see if there were any other masses
in his body. Unfortunately, the scan reviled
the melanoma had spread to a lymph node
in his: right chest, left shoulder, left hip,
lower spine and thigh.
Derek knows there will be struggles with
the upcoming treatment but is ready to
take on the fight. He has a great support
system in place including his great wife
Holly and all his partners on the State
Patrol and the fantastic nurses and doctors at North Memorial Hospital. Derek’s
current treatment consists of radiation
and infusions to strengthen his bones. He
welcomes all healing prayers and credits
his progress from all the prayers he has
already received. Trooper Derek Haehnel
is still off duty; and has qualified for the
vacation donation program offered by the
Department of Public Safety.

Brian Homeier
My name is Brian Homeier and I am a graduate of the 57th Academy. On May 22, 2016 I was diagnosed with testicular cancer. The
cancer had metastasized to the brain, lungs, and liver. I have had
many rounds of chemo and a stem cell transplant over the past year.
As of March 15th my marker number or cancer number has been
undetectable, cancer free. On April 24th I received my last chemo
treatment. On May 3rd I meet with a surgeon for the possibility to
remove three spots in a lung. A CT scan will confirm if surgery is
needed. I am currently on medical leave due to low blood counts.
My family and I are doing well, we maintain a positive attitude
through it all. My wife and kids have been a huge reason to my
success in beating this disease. Thank you to everyone that sent
cards, reached out on CaringBridge and donated vacation hours.

Dave Kalinoff
Sergeant Dave Kalinoff #475 joined the State Patrol in 1999 when
he graduated from “the big class.” Dave was a Police Officer with
the Kansas City Police Department prior to the State Patrol and
later joined the Metro Transit PD as a part time officer. Dave has
been a K9 handler, assistant district investigator, FTO, firearms
instructor, criminal patrol instructor, and currently a Technical
Sergeant with the Vehicle Crimes Unit. During the spring of 2015
Dave developed what everyone thought was the common Minnesota cold with laryngitis that would not go away. In May of 2015
a lump was discovered in Dave’s neck that was giving him a blood
clot. Testing was done and Dave was told he had thyroid cancer.
Dave has gone through chemotherapy and radiation treatments
along with surgery to remove the majority of the mass. Doctors
continue to monitor Dave in the hopes the cancer stays extremely
isolated and a complete laryngectomy (removal of the larynx) is
not needed. Please
keep Dave, his wife
Melissa, and kids
Leah and Brianna in
your thoughts.

Josh Orbeck
Josh joined the Minnesota State Patrol with the 55th Academy in
2014. He was stationed in Windom, Minnesota out of the academy.
He then transferred to St. Cloud Dog Watch the following year.
Beginning in April 2016 Josh began feeling fatigued, lethargic
and overall, very ill. Josh was diagnosed with an aggressive form
of Leukemia known as Acute Myeloid Leukemia. The Leukemia
settled in his eyes making it difficult for him to see properly. Josh
needed to take an extended period of time off and being a newer
employee; he did not have much time saved up. Fortunately, Josh
was able to participate in the state’s vacation donation program,
which was maxed out very quickly by partners to help support
Josh during this difficult time. Josh’s wife Natasha was not able
to work either, due to helping Josh keep his strength and taking
care of their two-year-old daughter, Amelia.
After numerous trips and visits to the Mayo Clinic and area
hospitals, it was determined that Josh needed a bone marrow
transplant. In October 2016, Josh received that transplant from a
donor in Germany. He and Natasha spent the following 100+ days
in the Rochester area while his body adjusted to the transplant
and doctors monitored him. In February 2017, after he was given
the OK to go home, a small group of St. Cloud Troopers met up
with him on the final leg of his trip home and provided an escort
to his home. As they arrived home, neighbors, friends & family
were out in front of the Orbeck residence showing their support.
The past year for the Orbeck family has had numerous ups and
downs. His treatment has included many rounds of chemo, an
endless supply of fluids and antibiotics to help Josh’s body maintain the strength to accept the transplant. As of April 2017, it is
exciting to see Josh has returned to work in a light duty status.
Natasha was able to return to work as well with Josh regaining
the strength to do things on his own.
The support from friends, family and partners has been an
extremely important part of Josh’s recovery. In September 2016,
a fundraiser was held for the Orbeck family. The show of support
and amazing gifts and donations given during this event were a
huge help to the Orbeck family. Josh’s road to recovery still is not
complete yet, but the future is looking bright!
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Above: Trooper of the Year Sgt. Rick Schueler with Colonel Langer.
Right: Trooper of the Year Sgt. Rick Schueler and his wife.
MERITORIOUS CITIZENSHIP AWARD This award is presented
to individuals other than State Patrol employees who have assisted
the Minnesota State Patrol in providing a significant service to the
public.

2017 Annual
Awards
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Bradley Forstervold
In the late afternoon of June 7th, Bradley Forstervold was driving
a tractor trailer combination on Highway 12 west of the city of
Atwater. While waiting for traffic to pass so he could make a left turn,
he looked in the mirror and saw a passenger vehicle hit the trailer.
After impact, and upon noticing flames coming from the vehicle,
he quickly moved his tractor trailer combination forward a safe
distance, called 911, grabbed his fire extinguisher and went back to
put the fire out. There were three badly injured people in the vehicle,
including the driver who had burn marks on his face and hands.
Brad stayed on the phone with the 911 dispatcher for 10 minutes,
while trying to calm the injured people at the same time. At one
point, he went back to his truck to get rags for one who was bleeding.
He stayed with them until first responders arrived on scene.
The investigating trooper advised that he believed Brad’s actions
saved the lives of the occupants in the passenger vehicle. In
recognition of his quick thinking and actions, we are pleased to
present Bradley Forstervold with a Meritorious Citizenship Award.

M I N N E S O TA S TAT E PAT R O L
COMMENDATION AWARD This award
is presented to members of another law
enforcement or emergency service agency
who have assisted the State Patrol in
providing a significant service.
The first presentation in this category is
combined with Meritorious Citizenship
awards.
Sgt. Eric Sammon – Faribault Police
Dept.
Officer John Pesta
Officer Matt Shuda
Officer Chris Tonjum
Deputy Justin Hunt – now with Rice
County Sheriff ’s Office
Citizens: Tim Maroney and Joshua
Schipper
At 11:40 am on August 13, Faribault Police
Sgt. Sammon and Officers Hunt, Pesta,
Shuda and Tonjum responded to a call of a
personal injury crash on I-35 at Highway 60
in Rice County. Just before they arrived, Tim
Maroney saw the aftermath of the crash and
stopped to assist. Quickly realizing people
were trapped inside one of the damaged
vehicles and a fire was beginning, he broke
the passenger side window and assisted the
woman in getting out. He then went around
to the driver’s side, cut the seat belt off the
driver, cut away the air bag, and attempted
to remove the man but his legs were pinned.
When the officers arrived at the scene,
the driver was partially hanging out the
window of the severely damaged vehicle
and the engine compartment was engulfed
in flames. The fire was spreading under the
vehicle and becoming extremely hot. With
Tim’s help, Officer Hunt attempted to pull the
man out, but their efforts were unsuccessful.
The officers grabbed their fire extinguishers
and tried to keep the fire from spreading
and protect the victim. The heavy black
smoke coming from the burning vehicle
was contaminating them.
Joshua Schipper came to assist and
used the pressure washer in his truck to
continually spray the victim with water in
an effort to keep him cool. The first Faribault
firefighters arrived and, with assistance from
the officers, water was applied to the vehicle
that was by then fully engulfed in flames and
spreading to the other vehicle involved in
the crash. The officers switched off applying
water into and on the vehicle to knock down
the flames, while fire personnel attempted to
free the trapped victim, finally with success.
Officer Tonjum and Sgt. Sammon ran back

into the smoke to assist the firefighter with
the victim. They took hold of the man and
dragged him across the median to the other
side of the freeway where the air was clean
and then tended to him until he was taken
to a waiting ambulance.
The scene was very horrific and chaotic.
The fast actions of the officers and citizens,
and their unselfishness working in hellacious
smoke conditions, saved the driver’s life at
the scene. Unfortunately he succumbed to
his injuries the following day.
The responders all suffered smoke
inhalation while trying to save and rescue
the driver. But, above all, they disregarded
their own safety in an effort to save the
life of another. For their actions, we are
pleased to present Minnesota State Patrol
Commendation Awards to Sgt. Eric
Sammon, Deputy Justin Hunt, Officer John
Pesta, Officer Matt Shuda and Officer Chris
Tonjum.
In recognition of their assistance and
willingness to go beyond what most
citizens would do, we are pleased to present
Tim Maroney and Joshua Schipper with
Meritorious Citizenship Awards.
Jeffrey Whalen – MN Dept. of
Transpor tation Freeway Incident
Response and Safety Team
On May 5th of last year, FIRST driver
Jeff Whalen was on routine patrol when he
came upon a stalled vehicle on the shoulder
of I-694 in Maple Grove. He stopped and
went to the vehicle, finding the driver
non-responsive. He quickly determined
the man had a pulse and was breathing so
gave him a sternum rub and talked to him
in an effort to keep him conscious until
an ambulance arrived. The ambulance
arrived and paramedics took over, however
the man stopped breathing once inside. It
was later determined he had overdosed on
prescription pills.
Trp. Renee Adrian arrived at the scene
after the ambulance. In her nomination
of Jeff for this award, she stated that even
though he was just out doing his job, if he had
not stopped to check on the stalled vehicle
she was certain she would have responded
to a DOA and not a medical situation. By
stopping to check the status of the stalled
vehicle, there was no doubt in Trp. Adrian’s
mind that Jeff saved the man’s life.
For his actions, we are pleased to present
Jeff Whalen with a Minnesota State Patrol
Commendation Award.

Officers Alex Dehn and Cole Wubben
– Princeton Police Dept.
Also included in this incident was
Trp. Shaun Stang who was unable to
attend today.
On May 13th of last year, Trp. Shaun
Stang responded to a medical call with
Officers Alex Dehn and Cole Wubben.
The 911 caller stated that the 32 year old
male victim was unconscious, possibly
suffering from an overdose. Upon arrival at
the scene, they found the man lying on the
floor, unconscious and unresponsive with
labored breathing and a weak pulse. Shortly
thereafter his heart stopped.
Trp. Stang and Officer Dehn began
CPR, Officer Wubben hooked up an
AED, and oxygen was administered. After
approximately one minute, the victim
regained a pulse and then consciousness.
EMTs arrived and transported him to the
hospital where it was determined he had
suffered a heroin overdose. He was later
discharged and expected to make a full
recovery.
A few days later, Lt. Adam Fulton spoke
with the emergency room nurse who treated
the man that night. She said that if it hadn’t
been for the quick actions of Trp. Stang
and Officers Dehn and Wubben the victim
would not have survived. And, as a result
of their actions, his recovery would not be
nearly as prolonged.
For their actions that saved the life
of another, Trp. Shaun Stang has been
presented with a Life Saving Award and
Officers Alex Dehn and Cole Wubben are
presented with Minnesota State Patrol
Commendation Awards.
Officer Lee Tate – Crookston Police
Dept.
At approximately 9:20 on the morning
of May 22nd, Officer Lee Tate was one
of two who responded to a one vehicle
roll over crash on Highway 2 in Polk
County. Dispatch advised that there was
an unconscious female trapped inside the
vehicle, and that the vehicle was a University
of North Dakota Police Department squad
car stolen from Grand Forks.
Upon arrival at the scene, the officers saw
the severely damaged UND squad lying
on the passenger side half in the ditch and
partially up on the roadside berm, making
it very unstable. They saw a young female
lying against the windshield with her head
down and not moving.
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Officer Tate went around to the bottom
side of the car and stood on the exhaust pipe
to reach up and try to open the driver’s side
door. The other officer tried to steady the
car by using his weight and hands on the
roof side. With the help of a bystander, they
were able to pry the door open and Officer
Tate jumped down inside.
The female did not appear to be breathing
so he lifted her head to open her airway
and checked for a pulse. He was able to
find a pulse and noticed her chest start
moving slowly as he held her head up. After
a short time she appeared to be breathing
normally. Officer Tate continued to hold
her head and put a blanket over them as
the fire department began cutting through
the windshield. Once that was completed,
they were able to remove her.
For his actions that saved the life of the
female driver, we are pleased to present
Officer Lee Tate and a Minnesota State Patrol
Commendation Award.
Sgt. Lance Beardsley – Wyoming
Police Dept.
At 6:05 pm on June 22nd, Sgt. Lance
Beardsley responded to a call of a suicidal
male threatening to jump off the Viking
Boulevard bridge over I-35. He arrived at
the scene within one minute and observed
the male sitting on the northern bridge wall.
He had no shirt on, was wearing a back
pack and bicycle helmet, and had a bicycle
leaned against the wall. He was seated on
the wall with both legs over the side above
the southbound fast lane and was leaning
outwards. He appeared distraught, was
crying, and on the phone. Sgt. Beardsley
addressed the male asking if he could come
talk to him; the male motioned him over.
He approached within 10 feet and asked
the male multiple times to come back onto
the bridge so they could talk about what

was happening. The male shrugged off his
back pack and looked back at the traffic
while leaning over.
After speaking for a few minutes, the male
agreed to come speak with Sgt. Beardsley.
He came off the bridge rail and sat down on
the bridge deck. They began to talk when the
male suddenly stood up while turning his
body towards the bridge rail. Sgt. Beardsley
tackled him to the road and restrained him
until other officers arrived. While waiting
for an ambulance to arrive, the male had
two seizures. The officers protected his head
from striking the bridge deck and monitored
his breathing until the medics arrived and
transported him to the hospital.
For his actions that saved the life of the
young man on the bridge, we are pleased
to present Sgt. Lance Beardsley with a
Minnesota State Patrol Commendation
Award.
Deputy Jonathan Vander Vegt – Isanti
County Sheriff’s Office
Deputy Noah Heiller – now a trooper
cadet with the Montana Highway Patrol
At around 2:00 am on July 7th, Deputies
Jonathan Vander Vegt and Noah Heiller
responded to a head-on personal injury
crash on Highway 95 in Isanti County.
Upon arriving at the scene, they found
one vehicle fully involved in an active fire
with flames shooting 12 feet high, the tires
popping, and flames quickly spreading to
the second vehicle. The driver of the second
vehicle was trapped due to crash damage and
could not be removed despite their efforts
to get her out.
Deputies Vander Vegt and Heiller
attempted to control the fire with
extinguishers with no success. As the fire
continued to grow and threaten the trapped
driver, they determined the only option
was to move the vehicle away from the one

Personal
Auto Werks of Forest Lake
24246 Greenway Ave
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 464-6875
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on fire. Deputy Vander Vegt got into his
Tahoe patrol car, lined up his push bumper
between the left rear door and rear tire of
the vehicle, and pushed it a safe distance
away from the fire.
North Branch Fire arrived on scene and
began to put water on the fire and extract
the trapped driver with the jaws of life.
Deputies Vander Vegt and Heiller spoke with
the driver’s daughter who was a passenger
in the vehicle, and then assisted Troopers
who arrived on scene.
For their quick actions that clearly saved
the life of the trapped driver, Deputies
Jonathan Vander Vegt and Noah Heiller
are presented with Minnesota State Patrol
Commendation Awards.
Marc Gomez – MN Dept. of
Transpor tation Freeway Incident
Response and Safety Team
On the morning of October 25th, FIRST
unit driver Marc Gomez was on duty when
he came upon a vehicle stalled on the
shoulder of westbound I-694 at Highway
61. He approached the vehicle, observed an
adult man inside, knocked on the window,
but didn’t get a response.
Marc opened the car door and observed
that the man’s eyes were open and he was
moving a little, but was unresponsive.
Thinking he was having a seizure, Marc
notified his dispatcher to send an ambulance.
He then checked for and found a pulse, but
after approximately one minute noticed it
was gone.
Marc immediately hooked up his
defibrillator and began CPR. The defibrillator
advised to shock and delivered one. As he
continued to provide CPR, the ambulance
arrived on scene and paramedics took over.
For his quick thinking and actions that
saved the man’s life at the scene, we are
pleased to present Marc Gomez with a

Life & Health

Citizens Agency
105 N. Minnesota St.
New Ulm, MN 56073

Toll Free: (800) 647-0614 /
agency@citizensmn.com

13801 Pioneer Trl
Eden Prairie, MN 55347
(952) 944-1200

Minnesota State Patrol Commendation
Award.
LIFE SAVING AWARD: This award is
presented to members of the State Patrol
who distinguish themselves by performing
acts that prevent the death of another.
The first two award presentations in this
category are combined with Meritorious
Citizenship awards.
Trp. Dan Ryan – District 2500 West
Metro
Trp. Nathan Hodapp – UNABLE TO
ATTEND
Citizen: Brian Nelson
On May 15th of last year, Brian Nelson
was at volleyball with his friend Scott, who
was not feeling well. As Brian was driving
him to the hospital, Scott’s condition became
worse. Brian pulled over to the shoulder
of I-394, got Scott out of the vehicle, and
placed him on the ground.
At this point, Scott was unresponsive.
Brian placed him on his left side as he began
taking deep breaths. Brian remained at his
side as others stopped to help. Suddenly
realizing that Scott was no longer breathing,
Brian began CPR.
Trp. Nathan Hodapp was the first to
arrive at the scene. He quickly assessed the
situation, telling Scott to breathe in through
his nose and out through his mouth if he
could hear him. Scott complied, but Trp.
Hodapp noted his face was turning blue.
Trp. Dan Ryan arrived, grabbed his AED and
first aid bag, and ran to Scott. He instructed
Trp. Hodapp to begin chest compressions
as he hooked up the AED. A shock was
delivered, and both troopers continued the
chest compressions until medics arrived
with medications and an automated CPR
device, and transported Scott to the hospital.
The fast actions on Brian’s part assisted
in giving Scott the needed help to survive
a major medical issue. Trp. Hodapp’s
assistance with providing CPR and Trp.
Ryan’s quick actions of giving shock with
the AED contributed to the life saving
efforts. Without doing what they did, Scott’s
chances of survival would have been greatly
diminished.
For their efforts, we are pleased to present
Brian Nelson with a Meritorious Citizenship
Award and Troopers Hodapp and Ryan with
Life Saving Awards.
Trp. Jacob Bredsten – District 2800
Brainerd

Citizen: Jennifer Pellersels
At approximately noon on May 22nd of
last year, Trp. Jacob Bredsten was dispatched
to a driving complaint involving a garbage
truck traveling southbound on Highway 65
in Aitkin County. He located the vehicle and
observed it driving erratically as it crossed
the lane lines and forced northbound
vehicles to the shoulder of the highway to
avoid a collision. He noted that one of the
rear tires was on fire.
While behind the truck, Trp. Bredsten
attempted to pull it over but the driver was
not responding so he positioned his squad
in front of it until the driver finally stopped.
While making contact with the driver, Trp.
Bredsten noted that he was operating in a
diminished capacity, not fully coherent, and
not responsive to his commands.
While Trp. Bredsten was in close proximity
to the truck, the rear tire that was on fire
exploded and rubber fragments struck him.
The rear portion of the truck became fully
engulfed in flames. Trp. Bredsten quickly
removed the driver, placed him in his squad,
and then moved the squad a safe distance
from the fire-engulfed garbage truck.
As he began to assess the driver, Jennifer
Pellersels, a registered nurse from Grand
Itasca Medical Center in Grand Rapids,
stopped at the scene and offered assistance.
While she assisted with making an initial
assessment of the driver’s medical condition,
he suffered a seizure. Trp. Bredsten and
Ms. Pellersels continued to render aid by
positioning the driver on his side to prevent
him from choking. Ambulance personnel
arrived on scene and took over his care.
The driver was ultimately airlifted to the
hospital in Duluth where he recovered from
the medical event.
Based on his actions to remove the driver
from the burning vehicle and provide
medical assistance, Trp. Jacob Bredsten is
presented with a Life Saving Award.
For providing medical assistance and
direction at the scene, Jennifer Pellersels is
presented with a Meritorious Citizenship
Award. Her nursing expertise provided a
significant service to Trp. Bredsten and the
driver of the truck.
Trp. Andrew Larsen – District 2300
Marshall
Deputy Dustin Seiler – Pipestone
County Sheriff’s Office
At 6:45 am on September 19th, Trp.
Andrew Larsen and Deputy Dustin Seiler

responded to a car versus truck serious
injury crash on Highway 23 in Pipestone
County. A Toyota 4 Runner had crossed
the centerline and struck a pickup truck
pulling a flatbed trailer. The driver’s side
of the Toyota had been ripped open by the
front corner of the trailer, including the B
pillar and driver’s seatbelt.
Trp. Larsen and Deputy Seiler ran to the
vehicle and observed a male lying in the
middle of the road where he had fallen out
of it. They immediately saw that his left leg
was almost amputated from the collision
and he was bleeding profusely. Trp. Larsen
returned to his squad and got his tourniquet,
which he and Deputy Seiler applied to the
victim’s leg. The man was conscious, but in
extreme pain and had lost a large amount
of blood.
After tending to the driver, Trp. Larsen
checked on the female passenger who was
still seat belted in the vehicle. She was barely
moving and appeared to be severely injured
as well. Pipestone fire and ambulance arrived
on scene and took over the care of both
injured parties. The driver was airlifted to
a trauma hospital in Sioux Falls, but they
were unable to save his leg.
For their quick actions at the scene that
saved the life of the seriously injured driver,
Trp. Andrew Larsen is presented with a Life
Saving Award and Deputy Dustin Seiler is
presented with a Minnesota State Patrol
Commendation Award.
Trp. Ben Olson – District 2500 West
Metro
On the evening of August 13th, Trp.
Ben Olson was on routine patrol in
Minneapolis when he was dispatched to a
call of a pedestrian on the freeway in the
area of northbound I-35W at 4th Street.
As he was enroute, dispatch advised that
the female subject was on the bridge over
the Mississippi River staring into the water.
Dispatch further advised that a citizen had
stopped to help, but the woman would not
talk to them.
When Trp. Olson arrived on scene he
observed another trooper talking to the
woman as she was leaning against the railing
looking into the water. Due to the low rail
and long drop to the water below, he was
very concerned for her safety. As the other
trooper continued to talk to her, Trp. Olson
quietly approached from behind, quickly
put his arm around her, and pulled her
away from the railing and into a safer area.
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The woman admitted to Trp. Olson that
she was suicidal and had just been released
from psychiatric care. He brought her to
Hennepin County Medical Center so she
could receive the care she needed.
Trp. Olson’s quick thinking allowed him
to safely pull the woman from the edge of
the bridge, ultimately saving her life. For his
actions, we are pleased to present him with
a Life Saving Award.
Trp. Sam Mielke – District 2400
East Metro
At 4:15 pm on December 7th, Trp. Sam
Mielke responded to a one vehicle personal
injury crash on Highway 36 in Lake Elmo.
Arriving at the scene, he found that a vehicle
had left the roadway and struck the ditch.
Trp. Mielke and two Washington County
deputies determined the driver was not
breathing and was turning blue so they
immediately began performing CPR on
him. Lake Elmo Fire arrived and Trp.
Mielke directly them to get their AED. He
applied the AED, which advised to shock.
Two shocks were administered while Trp.
Mielke and the deputies rotated CPR efforts
until an ambulance arrived. At the direction
of the paramedics, Trp. Mielke hooked the
victim up to their AED and assisted with
carrying him up the hill to the ambulance
for transport to the hospital.
For his actions that saved the life of
the man at the scene, Trp. Sam Mielke is
presented with a Life Saving Award.
CHIEF'S COMMENDATION AWARD
– COMMUNICATIONS/911: This award
is presented to radio communications
operators who provide vital life saving
services that lead to the rescue of a person,
provide outstanding performance during
a special event, or provide a consistent,
sustained high level of customer service.
Radio Communications Operator
James Brandon
Radio Communications Operator
John Polz
While working dispatch for State Patrol
District 2900 in Detroit Lakes and District
3200 in Thief River Falls on May 13th, RCO
James Brandon received a phone call from
a concerned woman in Utah. She explained
that her husband had come to Minnesota
to canoe down the Mississippi River, had
entered the water almost two weeks prior,
and had only made it a short distance. He
didn’t have good cell phone service, and had
16
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texted her that he lost a lot of his gear and
had cuts on his hands and arms.
Knowing the temperature that night
was expected to be in the mid-20s, RCO
Brandon tried to ping the man’s cell phone
to determine his location, but it was a
TracPhone and unable to be located. He then
contacted two DNR officers and asked them
to head towards the area the man told his
wife he was in. He also contacted the State
Patrol’s Flight section to get them started to
the area. At the same time, RCO John Polz
tried calling the local DNR pilots to see if
they could head to the area to search.
A gentleman living along the river heard
what was going on and called RCO Polz
saying he had seen a man across the river
huddled in a cove. The information he
provided fit the description of the man
they were searching for. RCO Brandon
immediately directed the DNR officers to
the location and also called medics to be
available.
The DNR officers were able to locate
the man and bring him out of the area
to the paramedics who treated him for
hypothermia.
Had the man been exposed to the elements
all night, he most likely would not have
survived. For their quick thinking and
actions that brought about the rescue and
saved the man’s life,
RCOs James Brandon and John Polz are
presented with Chief ’s Commendation
Awards for Communications/911.
MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD:
This award is presented to employees for
acts involving personal risk posing hazards
which could lead to serious injury or loss of
life to the employee.
Trp. Aaron Gomez – District 2700
Duluth
At approximately 11:00 pm on February
11th of last year, Trp. Aaron Gomez assisted
St. Louis County sheriff ’s deputies at the
scene of a suicidal female who was in her
car in the parking lot of a church. They
learned from a family member that she
was distraught over the death of her father
the previous week and may be intoxicated.
Shortly after the officers pulled into the
lot and observed the vehicle, they saw the
woman raise her left hand and put a handgun
to the side of her head.
Negotiations began with the woman
and lasted for almost 90 minutes in frigid
conditions. Due to the cold temperatures,

officers would rotate from the front positions
back to squad cars to stay warm. During
that time, the woman could be seen inside
her car at times placing the gun to her head
and at other times pointing it towards the
officers through the back window. After that
length of time and the woman not obeying
commands to put the weapon down and
get out of the vehicle, a deputy who had less
lethal equipment in his squad was asked to
get it ready. Trp. Gomez was moved next to
him to provide lethal cover.
The woman abruptly exited the vehicle
with the gun in her hand pointed in the
direction of the officers. Numerous officers
yelled for her to drop it, but she didn’t. A less
lethal foam projectile was launched, but did
not strike her, instead striking the rear of the
vehicle. The deputy attempted to fire another
round, but the launcher malfunctioned.
The woman still had the gun pointed at the
officers. Fearing for their safety, an officer
and Trp. Gomez each fired one round at her
causing her to fall to the ground. The other
officers quickly moved forward, kicked the
gun away from her reach, and provided
medical assistance. On scene paramedics
took over her care and transported her to
the hospital.
Following a thorough investigation, the
county attorney determined the use of force
was justified to prevent death or great bodily
harm to the officers or others. Further, the
officers showed good judgment and extreme
patience in attempting to de-escalate the
situation and end it in a peaceful manner
for all involved.
For his actions that undoubtedly protected
the lives of all the officers on scene while
putting himself at great risk, Trp. Aaron
Gomez is presented with a Meritorious
Service Award.
Trp. Scott Smith – District 2500
West Metro
Trp. Taylor Carter
Trp. Mike Lee – UNABLE TO ATTEND
At approximately 3:00 am on May 23rd,
Trp. Scott Smith and Probationary Trp.
Taylor Carter, who was working his very
first shift on the road following graduation
from the academy, were on the ramp from
I-94 and Broadway running radar when they
observed a vehicle traveling at a high rate of
speed and got a radar reading of 73 miles per
hour in the 60 zone. Trp. Smith pulled out
and began to catch up to the vehicle, noting
that its speed was fluctuating significantly

from as slow as 55 to rapidly accelerating
to 85. He activated his emergency lights to
initiate a traffic stop, the vehicle slowed in
the right lane, but continued to drive further
until finally stopping on the shoulder.
As Trps. Smith and Carter reached the
side of the vehicle, they could smell the
overwhelming odor of an alcoholic beverage
coming from inside. Trp. Smith asked the
driver several times for his identification.
As the driver was looking underneath the
center console, he reached up, bumped the
car from neutral into drive, and suddenly
took off at a high rate of speed.
Trps. Smith and Carter returned to the
squad and began to pursue the suspect,
noting it was traveling well in excess of 100
miles per hour while going northbound on
I-94. The vehicle exited to eastbound I-694,
crashed into a sign post and scraped along
the guardrail, but continued until exiting
at East River Road. Unable to negotiate
the curve, the vehicle began to lose control
sideways, crossed onto the grass, and rolled
6 to 7 times down the hill.
Trps. Smith and Carter exited the squad
and went down to where the vehicle came
to rest and was quickly becoming engulfed
in flames. The driver had sustained minor
injuries, but was unable to free himself
from the overturned vehicle so the troopers
immediately attempted to remove him
through the open driver’s side window. Trp.
Mike Lee arrived on scene and the three
of them were finally able to pull the driver
through the window and drag him away
from the rapidly growing fire. Paramedics
arrived, checked the man for injuries, and
transported him to the hospital.
Trps. Scott Smith, Taylor Carter and Mike
Lee performed their duties in the face of
significant personal danger. For their actions
that saved the life of the driver, they are
presented with Meritorious Service Awards.
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AWARD:
This award is presented to employees who
have provided extraordinary service in the
performance of their duties.
Sgt. Lance Turcotte – District
Investigator, District 2800 Brainerd
Special Agent Eric Jaeche – Bureau
of Criminal Apprehension – UNABLE
TO ATTEND
In March of 2016, Sgt. Lance Turcotte
was promoted to the role of District 2800’s
investigator. Three short months later, he
was investigating two of the highest profile

crashes in the district’s history. Both crashes
occurred on June 10th in Aitkin County
approximately six hours apart. Those two
crash investigations were in addition to a
fatal crash he had attended earlier in the
day to reconstruct in Mille Lacs County.
Answering the call at home to come out
on that Friday evening in early summer,
Sgt. Turcotte learned that 10 year old Caylin
Donovan had been struck and killed by a
hit and run vehicle as she walked along
a road. Knowing the first hours and days
of an investigation are critical, he worked
feverishly over the weekend, spending only
short periods of time at home to sleep and
then return to work to follow up on leads
coming in on a hotline. With the help of BCA
Special Agent Eric Jaeche, law enforcement
agencies in Aitkin County and area troopers,
the suspects in the case were located.
The next phase of the case brought
the demands of evidence collection and
processing. Sgt. Turcotte worked with
Special Agent Jaeche and law enforcement
around the state to draft and execute search
warrants to obtain a myriad of evidence
linking the suspects to the fatality crash. He
continues to provide updates on the case,
and works with the prosecutors to ensure
all evidence and witnesses are prepared for
upcoming court proceedings.
The second hit and run crash actually
happened earlier in the day as Margaret
Johnson was getting her mail, but was not
deemed a fatality crash until the autopsy
results came back from the medical
examiner’s office. Sgt. Turcotte and Special
Agent Jaeche investigated the two crashes
concurrently, but this cold case would prove
challenging. Sgt. Turcotte’s keen investigative
skills and commitment to analyzing even the
smallest details led to the identification of a
person of interest. The follow up interviews
they conducted concluded that person was
indeed the individual who was responsible
for the death of Margaret Johnson on the
day of the fatality crash.
Sgt. Turcotte put his personal life on hold
during these two investigations. It is this
type of passion that he exhibits on a daily
basis to contribute to the greater good of the
district and agency. He immerses himself in
his work, and is continually striving for the
betterment of our agency. The families of the
two crash victims expressed deep gratitude
to Sgt. Turcotte for his commitment, and for
providing them with an element of closure

related to the deaths of their loved ones.
Special Agent Jaeche spent countless
hours assisting Sgt. Turcotte and the State
Patrol with these two high profile cases.
His expertise and willingness to assist
was an instrumental factor in solving
them. He traveled to numerous locations
in Minnesota, took many statements,
assisted with numerous search warrants,
and worked very long days throughout the
investigations. He continued to be a resource
after the suspects were located, helping
prepare for court and ensure all aspects of
the investigations were complete.
For their outstanding work that resulted
in successful conclusions of two high profile
investigations, we are pleased to present
Sgt. Lance Turcotte with an Exceptional
Service Award and BCA Special Agent
Eric Jaeche with a Minnesota State Patrol
Commendation Award. Although he was
unable to attend today, Special Agent Jaeche
wanted to relay that this was a great team
effort working across agencies to get to the
right result. He appreciated the partnerships
and everyone working so well together, and
wanted the team effort recognized.
Commercial Vehicle Inspector Greg
Dahlen – District 4700 Commercial
Vehicle
CVI Greg Dahlen has worked for the
State Patrol for 26 years. Throughout his
career, he has gone out of his way to educate
troopers and the public where commercial
vehicles are involved. He is a resource for
the district staff, answering any questions
that are commercial vehicle-related.
When the CVI’s job description and focus
were changed, CVI Dahlen was assigned the
civil weight duties for southern Minnesota.
After 20 plus years, he has made the civil
weight program excel beyond expectations.
In 2015, he filed 154 civil weight cases from
3.2 million pounds of overweight violations
equating to $125,000 in civil judgements
collected for the state. In the first 10 months
of 2016, he had filed 85 cases stemming
from 3.1 million pounds of overweight
violations equating to over $128,000 in civil
fines collected.
CVI Dahlen does not do anything halfheartedly. He knows his job very well, and
treats everyone with the utmost respect. He
has willingly attended meetings to educate
the public on civil weight, and has offered
up his knowledge to his supervisors, coworkers, and district troopers. Not only
June 2017
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does he focus his efforts on the Rochester
district, but also the Mankato and Marshall
districts, advocating compliance across the
southern part of the state.
CVI Dahlen retired this week. In
preparation, he did an exceptional job
of speaking with those who were taking
over his job duties, ensuring that the civil
weight program maintains the high level of
thoroughness he has given it. His absence
will be felt, which speaks volumes of the
dedication and work ethic he has given the
State Patrol throughout his career.
We offer CVI Greg Dahlen our best wishes
for his retirement, and our sincere thanks
and appreciation for his years of service. In
recognition of his outstanding service to
the Minnesota State Patrol, we are pleased
to present him with an Exceptional Service
Award.
Reno Sposito – Forfeiture Coordinator,
District 2600 St. Cloud and District
2800 Brainerd
Reno Sposito serves as the vehicle
forfeiture coordinator for two districts,
assuming the duties for the Brainerd district
while being assigned to the St. Cloud district.
In 2016, he processed approximately 75
forfeited vehicles in 2600 and 100 in 2800.
He has the ability to carry his workload in
a very organized and methodical manner,
and is able to quickly identify the location
and status of any particular vehicle.
Reno is well respected by county attorneys
handling his cases, and has built strong
relationships with them. His knowledge
level related to forfeitures is ever growing
due to his unrelenting research of case law
and digging in his heels to make his case.
He has taken advantage of many courses
and classes offered through Century College
in an effort to build on his knowledge and
skillset related to his duties and aspirations.
Reno is ever cognizant of any slight
physical change in his areas of responsibility.
His vigilance of the forfeiture lots and
vehicles has led to positive changes in
security and lighting for the areas. He has
been able to identify incidents of tampering
and theft from vehicles, narrowing down
dates, times, and access areas of the
intrusions. He researched lighting and
surveillance options for added protection
of the property in both of the forfeiture
lots he oversees. Together with the Dept.
of Transportation, added security measures
have been implemented due to his efforts.
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Reno is one who rolls up his sleeves,
puts on his thinking cap, and creates
solutions for everyday challenges as they
relate to his duties. His ability to tinker and
master gadgetry has proved valuable when
dealing with vehicles. When speaking with
family members of both fatality crashes
and forfeiture cases, he has the ability to
be empathetic while maintaining a very
professional and ethical dialogue.
Reno Sposito is an employee who exhibits
outstanding service in all aspects of his duties.
In recognition of his accomplishments and
ongoing contributions to the State Patrol’s
forfeiture program, we are pleased to present
him with an Exceptional Service Award.
Captain Jon Olsen – Commander,
District 4700 Commercial Vehicle
Radio Communications Operator John
Hutchins – UNABLE TO ATTEND
On the morning of July 13th, Captain
Jon Olsen was covering calls for service
in the East Metro district when RCO John
Hutchins aired a property damage crash on
I-35E northbound at Kellogg Boulevard.
RCO Hutchins located the crash on the
freeway camera, and then advised that one of
the involved vehicles was leaving the scene.
He continued to monitor the suspect vehicle
on cameras and saw it exit the freeway and
turn left onto a nearby street, almost being
hit by approaching vehicles in the process.
At that point, the freeway camera was no
longer able to follow it.
After dealing with the remaining vehicle
at the crash scene, Captain Olsen responded
to the area off the freeway where the vehicle
was last observed. He drove through several
apartment building parking lots and side
streets, finally locating the damaged vehicle
parked haphazardly in front of a garage door.
Approaching the vehicle, he immediately
noticed the male driver had his head tilted
back and made no movement to look at him.
When the driver did not answer, he opened
the door to better assess the lack of response.
The man was sweating profusely and his
breathing was extremely labored. Captain
Olsen gave him a very hard sternum rub with
his knuckle which only produced a gasp of
air. No pulse was detected on the man’s neck,
but a very rapid pulse was found on his left
wrist. At that point, Captain Olsen notified
dispatch that medics were needed. The
man’s breathing continued to slow and then
completely stop, with an occasional gasp
whenever a sternum rub was administered.

Captain Olsen continued to give the man
sporadic sternum rubs hoping to keep him
breathing on his own.
St. Paul Fire arrived on scene and started
their assessment. Captain Olsen helped with
pulling the man from the vehicle and placing
him on the gurney. He was immediately
loaded into the ambulance and administered
oxygen as they checked him for heart
attack, stroke or blood sugar issues. Having
ruled out those medical issues, and before
intubating him, the medics decided to try
Narcan before he quit breathing altogether.
Within 30 seconds of receiving the opiate
antidote, the man went from dying of an
apparent drug overdose to being awake and
breathing on his own.
RCO Hutchins’ decision to follow the
suspect vehicle on camera and air the
information allowed Captain Olsen to
search for and find it. Without those
combined efforts, the driver would have
succumbed to an overdose.
For the intricate role he played in saving
the driver’s life, RCO John Hutchins is
presented with a Chief ’s Commendation
for Communications/911 Award.
Captain Jon Olsen’s persistent search
for the hit and run vehicle allowed him to
provide medical treatment that ultimately
saved the driver’s life. For his efforts, he
is presented with an Exceptional Service
Award.
EAGLE SQUADRON AWARD
Trp. Steven Lindbeck – District 2500
West Metro
Each year, the Eagle Squadron Award
is presented to the Minnesota State Patrol
trooper who arrested the greatest number
of impaired drivers the previous year.
Impaired driving enforcement continues
to be job number one for every State Patrol
trooper. Aggressive enforcement in this
important area saves countless lives and
injuries each year.
In 2016, Trp. Lindbeck arrested 126
impaired drivers. In recognition of his
efforts, he is presented with the Eagle
Squadron Award. Trp. Lindbeck’s dedication
to making an impact in the critical area of
removing the impaired driver from our
roadways has earned him this award.
Congratulations on a job very well done.
LEADERSHIP AWARD: This award
is presented yearly to the employee who
consistently exhibits outstanding leadership
and excellence in public safety through their

personal actions, guidance, direction and
professional involvement.
Trp. Melissa Fischer – District 2500
West Metro
Trp. Melissa Fischer is an exemplary
Minnesota State Patrol Trooper. From the
beginning of her career 18 years ago, she
has distinguished herself as a dedicated,
hardworking, and positive individual. Her
every day appearance is inspection-ready,
she exhibits willingness and drive to do
her best at whatever she is tasked with,
and continually demonstrates top level
performance.
Trp. Fischer has distinguished herself as
a leader among her peers, and never shies
away from hard work. She is the consummate
professional. Status quo is not something she
accepts, and she’s always looking for new and
better ways of completing her tasks. Our core
values of respect, integrity, courage, honor
and excellence are a part of every one of her
contacts and daily activities.
Trp. Fischer is at the core of District
2500’s cadre of veteran troopers. District
leadership relies on her as an informal
leader, and can count on her to complete
any assignment they ask her to take on.
When the station sergeant was assigned to
the Trooper Academy as a staff officer, Trp.
Fischer was asked to step into the station
sergeant role for the duration of the extended
absence. Without hesitation she accepted the
challenge, and successfully completed the
sometimes daunting task with her typical
positive and can-do attitude.
Whether she’s on or off duty, Trp. Fischer is
a great credit to the agency. Being the mother
of two busy and active daughters, as well
as a trooper, is a difficult challenge yet she
manages a very busy work schedule with an
active and busy life at home. To excel as she
does in these roles is yet another testament
to her strength of character.
Trp. Fischer is a selfless partner and does
not have to be asked to help – she does
what needs to be done. She is always a very
positive influence in her station, as well as
across the district, and is highly respected
by her peers. There is no better role model
in the district.
For the last 12 years, Trp. Fischer has
served as one of the district’s primary
background investigators. She not only
contributes to this vital part of our hiring
process, she sets the standard. Similarly, she
has served as one of the district’s go-to field

training troopers, displaying a unique ability
and talent in this area. She has helped many
struggling probationary troopers overcome
performance hurdles and go on to become
quality, contributing members of the agency.
On the other hand, she is willing and able
to cut the strings if a probationary trooper
doesn’t have the requisite skills set to become
successful. She willingly takes on the difficult
cases and does great work.
Trp. Fischer takes the training task to
the next level after field training has been
completed. She serves as a mentor and
guide for many young troopers as they
begin their career. She is always willing to
help, answer questions, or provide guidance
to any young trooper who may be dealing
with District 2500’s complex and chaotic
work environment.
Trp. Fischer is also one of the agency’s lead
vehicle contacts instructors. She has created
training, developed new training techniques,
assisted many trooper candidates succeed
in this area, and has been a mentor and
remedial trainer for incumbent troopers.
She takes her role seriously and works long
hours to ensure the success of the training.
These additional responsibilities have taken
her off her normal road patrol duties for
months at a time, yet her performance on
the road and in the area of enforcement
continues to be among the best in the district.
There have been many supervisors
who have tried to persuade Trp. Fischer
to become a lieutenant; they have all felt
she would be among the best in the state.
She has always thanked them and politely
declined, reasoning that she very much
enjoys working the road and enforcing
Minnesota’s traffic laws.

Trp. Melissa Fischer is a selfless and
dedicated employee who always brings
a positive and proactive attitude to
work. She has distinguished herself as a
leader through her commitment to her
partners, our mission of traffic safety,
and the excellence the Minnesota State
Patrol stands for. In recognition of those
attributes, we are pleased to present her
with the 2016 Leadership Award.
CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR:
This award is presented to the nonsworn employee who best demonstrates
outstanding work performance, initiative,
leadership and effective interpersonal
relations.
Commercial Vehicle Inspector
Patricia Charney – District 4700
Commercial Vehicle
In 1976, the State Patrol’s Commercial
Vehicle Enforcement Section had its first
graduating class of Commercial Vehicle
Inspectors – then called Law Compliance
Representatives. CVI Pat Charney is one of
two remaining employees from that class.
Over the last 40 years, CVI Charney has
adapted and endured many changes in all
areas of commercial vehicle enforcement.
Throughout it all, she has remained a highly
productive, selfmotivated, and valued
member of the agency. She comes to work
with a positive attitude and passion for
doing her job well, and understands the
importance of teamwork. She is always
the first to commit to attending any and
all commercial vehicle saturations that
are conducted in her station. As one of the
few remaining CVIs assigned to a mobile
position, she is an invaluable partner,
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trainer, and resource for new troopers and
CVIs who come to District 4700.
One area that CVI Charney consistently
stands out in year after year is her attention
to detail in doing commercial vehicle
inspections. Her meticulous nature is
applied to every inspection, and she
consistently finds errors in registration
and other important paperwork. Her work
doesn’t stop there as she always follows
up. While oftentimes they were honest
errors that she was able to correct, she
has uncovered many cases of registration
fraud, stolen vehicles, and other issues that
have led to more significant crimes being
uncovered at both the driver and carrier
level. A recent example of her attention to
detail stems from a routine inspection at a
saturation where she questioned the validity
of a commercial vehicle’s cab card and
determined the card was fraudulent. After
involving Public Safety’s Driver and Vehicle
Services Division and the State Patrol’s
Investigative Services Section, to date the
ongoing case has uncovered over $50,000
worth of intentionally unpaid registration
and taxes by the carrier.
As District 4700 has evolved over the
years, CVI Charney has always stepped up
to fill her ever changing role as best she can.
The district’s responsibility to respond to
and conduct post-crash commercial vehicle
inspections is one of the most important
services the district provides to both the State
Patrol and our allied agencies. While staffing
levels have fluctuated and assignments and
job responsibilities have changed over the
years, CVI Charney has always made these
investigations a priority whether they take
two hours or two weeks to complete. On a
yearly basis, the average CVI conducts 12
to 15 post-crash inspections while she has
consistently been one of the district leaders
by conducting up to 90 in a year.
CVI Charney’s work ethic, leadership,
positive attitude, and dedication to the State
Patrol’s mission have undoubtedly provided
the agency and citizens of Minnesota
with an uncommon level of service that is
commendable. The job of a Commercial
Vehicle Inspector is both mentally and
physically demanding. Through 40 years
CVI Pat Charney’s commitment has never
wavered. For her outstanding efforts and
20
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service, we are pleased to name her the
Minnesota State Patrol’s 2016 Civilian
Employee of the Year.
TROOPER OF THE YEAR: This
award is presented to the trooper who
best demonstrates outstanding work
performance, initiative, leadership and
effective interpersonal relations.
Sgt. Rick Schueler – District 4700
Commercial Vehicle
Sgt. Rick Schueler was hired by the State
Patrol in October 1989. Throughout his
career he has been a model trooper for others
to follow as he has consistently displayed the
agency’s core values in both his professional
and personal life.
He is a work horse in the State Patrol.
Despite being pulled in many different
directions, he always provides excellent
service to each and every person he deals
with. He is active in the Commercial Vehicle
Section and provides service to the area in
which he lives, as well as the district as a
whole.
Sgt. Schueler is considered an expert
in the area of training, and provides high
quality training to both new and incumbent
personnel on a regular basis. He volunteers
to be involved in many areas of training, at
the same time recognizing his obligations to
the district and working hard to make sure
he does both jobs well. The Training and
Development Section constantly praises his
high quality of instruction, and he receives
high marks on evaluation feedback from
students.
He has also been an active instructor at
technical colleges, and has been teaching
new law enforcement candidates in the
college setting since 2003. He also gives
regular presentations to industry and is
always well received by the audience. He
has a real passion for making sure people
are well trained so they can provide the
best service to citizens and their employing
agencies. Recently Captain Olsen and Sgt.
Schueler had a conversation about the need

for more communication skills training for
newly hired Commercial Vehicle Inspectors.
Given there is no such curriculum that fits
the specific need, Sgt. Schueler offered to
create his own based on his years of extensive
instructing experience.
Sgt. Schueler has excellent interpersonal
relation skills. He uses many methods
of communication to ensure people
understand what he is presenting. He is
understanding, patient, and calm in his
approach which, in turn, calms every
situation whether in the classroom or on
the street. He assists the local district on a
regular basis, and balances his relationships
with the district and his duties with the
commercial vehicle district well.
Sgt. Schueler has always presented
himself and the State Patrol at the highest
level. His squad, uniform, and demeanor
are superb. He attends many public events,
deals with people at their best and worst
times, and always treats them in a fair and
professional manner. He has been one of
the troopers chosen to represent the State
Patrol at presidential inaugurations, and did
so again this year.
Sgt. Schueler is also involved in his
family’s activities, including his daughter’s
school and sporting events, as well as his
community church. He has volunteered
for over 10 years with the local MS chapter,
and has assisted with the local MS walk and
bike run, provided first aid for the walk,
and helped with cleanup. He has a family
member with MS so has a special place in
his heart for this activity.
He has also been involved in teaching the
DNR snowmobile and ATV program for a
number of years as a volunteer. And he has
been involved in the Douglas County Safe
Communities Coalition where he conducted
teen distracted driving events.
Sgt. Rick Schueler is an exemplary trooper.
He represents the Minnesota State Patrol
professionally and is active in many areas.
He has a passion to make this a top notch
organization, and strives daily to make that
a reality.
For his outstanding service to the
organization and the people we serve, we
are pleased to name Sgt. Rick Schueler the
Minnesota State Patrol’s 2016 Trooper of
the Year.

MPPOA
Washington
DC Fly-In
Pat Miles

On March 1st, 27 Troopers, Deputies, and Police Officers across the state
of Minnesota flew to Washington DC for the annual MMPOA Fly-In. This
trip is very unique that it gives Minnesota Police Officers to be heard by its
Minnesota Congressional Delegation. On March 2nd, we met with all eight
House of Representatives and two US Senators were given time to present
and answer questions from Minnesota police officers. Some of the topics
discussed were collective bargaining rights for law enforcement, bulletproof
vest funding, Byrne-Jag, and asset forfeiture program. It was a general
consensus by Minnesota’s delegation that they support law enforcement,
but there was some uncertainty in the upcoming federal budget. On March
3rd we departed back to Minnesota.
This was the last trip for MPPOA Executive Director Dennis Flaherty, as
he will be retiring June 1st. MSPTA would like to thank Executive Director
Flaherty for all his hard work and dedication to the law enforcement
profession.
Left: MSPTA Representatives
Joe Dellwo, Ron Madison, and
Pat Miles
Below: MSPTA President
Joe Dellwo, District 6
Representative Tom Emmer,
MSPTA Southern Delegate Pat
Miles.

June 2017

M I N NESOTA T RO OPER

21

Bears That
Care
Submitted by Bears That Care
Treasurer Scott Fredell SP 553
On April 11th the Minnesota State
Patrol’s charity Bears That Care visited
two Twin Cities hospitals. They were
the University of Minnesota Masonic
Children’s Hospital and the Shriners
Hospital, both in Minneapolis. Every year
close to Easter and Halloween uniformed
State Troopers, Smokey Bear and McGruff
the Crime Dog visit these two hospitals
and pass out goodie bags of toys, stuffed
animals, coloring books and crayons. This
year we had a set of books to pass out too
thanks to retired SP 494 Denny O’Brien.
We take Polaroid photos at the Shriners
Hospital and leave the photo with the
kids there as a memento of our visit. This
visit Trooper Lisa Lorenzen SP 617 and

two Radio Communication Officers from
Metro Comm. volunteered to be a part of
the visit. At the University of Minnesota
Masonic Children’s Hospital, we split
into two teams; a trooper and a costume
character each take two floors. We make
the rounds with the assistance of Child
Life volunteers. They bring us to each
room and give us a brief description of
the child. We then pick out either a goodie
bag or other gift if the child is too old for
a goodie bag and give it to the child. At
the Shriners Hospital we walk from room
to room passing out the goodie bags to the
children upstairs (in-patient), then we go
downstairs to the clinic and lunchroom
and catch the children there too. Shriners

Receiving a goodie bag and book during the recent
Bears That Care visit.
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Left to right: Trooper Scott Fredell, RCO Don Ochs as McGruff
the Crime Dog, RCO Jon Durst as Smokey Bear, and
Trooper Lisa Lorenzen.
Hospital is smaller so all the Troopers and
costume characters can stay together in
a group. It can get pretty crowded in the
rooms with two characters, Troopers and
a Child Life specialist all squeezing in
for a photograph. The kids love it though
and smile the entire time. The staff at the
hospital comments how great it is we are
able to spend some time with “their kids”.
Bears That Care has been brightening
the days of some very special kids since
1987. This is our 30th year of visiting the
area hospitals; in the fall, we are planning
on something special to celebrate this
milestone. Visit our web site for the history
of Bears That Care and more photos.
www.bearsthatcaremn.org

Smiles all the way around!

There’s a
New Sheriff
in Town

Or, in this case a new Lieutenant
in charge of the Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement division in Northeastern
Minnesota. And with it has come a
noticeable air of professional cooperation
and respect. Lieutenant Darren Juntunen
brings with him an impressive background
in law enforcement as well as a personal
understanding of the trucking industry.
Lt. Juntunen’s parents owned a trucking
company and his father was a trucker. As
a result, he grew up in the business. This
affords him a unique understanding and
insight into the challenges of the industry.
He began his law enforcement career
in 1999 and has been the Moose Lake
Police Chief, a Missouri State Trooper, a
County Deputy Sheriff and Minnesota
State Trooper. He developed an almost
legendary reputation for having a “nose
for drugs” while working criminal and
terrorist interdiction and has taught these
skills around the country.
Within the Minnesota State Patrol Lt.
Juntunen was the Head Coordinator for
the K-9 Division before taking the position
with Commercial Vehicle Enforcement.
He looked at his current position as an
opportunity to move back home (Moose
Lake) and bring Criminal Interdiction
into Commercial Vehicle Enforcement.
Lt. Juntunen credits Captain Jon Olsen

with being very supportive and giving
him the authority to bring his leadership
style to Commercial Vehicle Enforcement.
Captain Olsen said to him, “People
follow you.” That has been evident in the
obviously positive approach of his officers
with logging truck drivers. And this view
has been reciprocated by truckers that
have checked on his officers when they
have been working alone, and roadside.
Another example of working together
involved a medical emergency situation in
which retired Fredenburg firefighter, Mark
Toms, stopped his semi to render Thanks
to Toms, along with a nurse who came
upon the scene, and Minnesota Highway
Patrol Personnel, CPR was administered
and the driver was saved. Logging truck
driver Ray Tracy stopped at the scene to
offer assistance and drove Mark Toms’
truck back to the Saginaw Scale.
This professional manner of interacting
with truckers creates a mutually respectful
environment that allows both parties
to perform their duties with a better
understanding of one another. In fact,
there are plans to arrange ride-alongs for
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Officers
with logging truckers from the landings
to the mills. Likewise, Lt. Juntunen has
extended an invitation for truckers to stop
in with any questions.

As a side note, truckers may have noticed
significant changes to the Saginaw Scale.
Some of these are the result of a trucker
challenging the authority to stop trucks
based on a court ruling a few years ago.
That is why the stop signs were installed.
As a legal traffic control mechanism
truckers must now stop in compliance,
which affords the Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement scale to check weights and
other factors. But most are intended to
improve productivity and reduce delays
for truckers. The electronic message
board conveys more detailed instructions.
New lighting and a new speaker system
have been installed. The system is more
automated with full weight displays and
height detectors. All of these upgrades
have resulted in expediting the process
which now averages only 11 seconds.
Truckers have a job to do and the vast
majority take pride in doing their job
professionally and safely. Commercial
Vehicle Enforcement has a job to do and
the majority take pride in doing their
job professionally also. Understanding
each other’s position and professionally
respecting one another can ensure that
each can do their jobs productively.
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Back the
Blue Line
A year of Support

Victoria Ladwig
Manager

218-927-6713

grammas.pantry@yahoo.com

DOWNTOWN AITKIN
Hours: M-F 9-5; Sat. 9-3

“Quality Basics for Healthy Living”
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Backing the Blue Line has made a difference in many law
enforcement families throughout the state. In 2016 Backing the
Blue Line has helped 124 police officers in need with services
ranging from a card to thousands of dollars in financial support.
BtBL provided $7,042 worth of food, drinks, hot meals, and
support to the State Patrol and local departments in the metro
during the I-94 protests. 15 Troopers also received some sort of
aid from BtBL in 2016.
Backing the Blue Line is a non-profit organization made up
of police wives dedicated to the support of the law enforcement
community in Minnesota.
When Trooper Brad Warren and his family found out one of
their children was having medical problems they were nominated
and were runners-up for the Not so Blue Christmas, and received
financial assistance from Backing the Blue Line. Brads partners
were invited by Backing the Blue Line to attend and take part
in presenting the Warren family with the check. Troopers from
around the Duluth and Two Harbors area gathered with their
families to show support for Brad and his family. Trooper Josh
Orbeck has had his own health issues and was also a runner-up for
the Not so Blue Christmas and also received financial assistance
from BtBL.
Another Trooper in the Duluth District had a building on their
property burn down. The family lost a lot in the fire. Backing
the Blue Line wasted no time in assisting by setting up an online
fundraising page for the family that raised about $3500 for them.
Backing the Blue Line had their annual fundraiser, the Blue
Line Ball, at the St. Paul River Centre on May 20th, 2017. For
more information check out Back the Blue Line at - www.
backingtheblueline.or

(507) 282-1700

PROPERTY BROKERS
2518 Superior Dr. NW #103
Rochester, MN 55901

Retired Trooper’s Day
August 8, 2017
St. Cloud VFW
Coffee at 9:30 am Lunch being served at
11:30 am

One of Minnesota’s Finest needs our Help!

MN FOP Foundation

Derek Haehnel SP473

Donkey
Basketball

Law enforcement personnel from
Koochiching County, International Falls, Border Patrol, Customs, and
State patrol put together a donkey basketball team (donkey 5-0) for the Fund
Raiser at Littlefork high school. The
fund raiser was to raise money for the
Littlefork high school girls and boys
basketball teams to play games at the
Target Center in Minneapolis. After
getting bucked off and kicked, Donkey 5-0 prevailed and won the round
robin tournament with an overtime
arm wrestle win. The fund raiser was
successful with a pack gym and many
funny memories.

When: Sunday, June 11th, 2017 12pm-4pm
Where: Maple Tavern
9375 Deerwood Lane
Maple Grove, 55369
**Sloppy Joe Dinner** ***Silent Auction***
Pre Sale Tickets $15/$20 at the Door
Kids Tickets $10/Children under 3 eat FREE
For tickets or interested in helping out contact:
Chris Krajsa (612) 860-5241 or cmk127@aol.com
Also check out Facebook at @derek473
Make checks to Haehnel Family Donation Fund
Money donations taken at any Wells Fargo

***All money raised will help the family with
medical bills and expenses***

On February 20th, 2017 while Derek was
getting ready for work he had a seizure and was
rushed to the hospital. A tumor was found in
his brain and it was removed. Derek was
diagnosed with stage IV melanoma with
metastases in many of his bones, his lungs, and
a lymph node in his chest. Derek has been
receiving radiation and immunotherapy to
systemically treat the melanoma. More
information can be found at his Caringbridge
website, Derek Haehnel.
Derek has not been able to work since his
seizure. Holly has only been working parttime, because of all Derek’s treatments and
taking care of the kids. Eve is 2.5 years old
and Leo is 9 months.
Derek is a Minnesota State Trooper. Derek
loves being active, doing Cross Fit, and
spending time with his family and friends.
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33 Years of
Dedicated Service

3140 Neil Armstrong Blvd | Suite 308 | Eagan, MN 55121

651.528.8994 [p]

651.305.7225 [f]

GARY PRESSLEY President glpressley@hmtt.net

On May 1st the Duluth State Patrol and employees of MNDOT
celebrated the retirement of Julie Running after 33 years of service.
Julie was a custodial engineer that provided service with a smile to
the building occupants of 1131 Mesaba Avenue for three decades.
She had a charismatic personality that brightened the days of all
she came into contact with. Her infectious laugh could often be
heard in the office as she went about her daily duties. She had a
particular fondness for the men and women of the State Patrol and
loved to hear the real stories of the State Patrol.
May your retirement years be happy and memorable; just like
the legacy that you leave behind.
Enjoy your well deserved retirement!

www.hmtt.net

Is your Driveway/Road a Mess?

We have MANY low cost options to fix the problem
and we have CRUSHED CONCRETE!

We also offer: Excavating, Retaining Walls, Septic Systems,
Demolition, Basement Excavation, Shoreline Renovation & More!

Call, text or e-mail
us today!
Office: (218) 566-2913
Cell: (218) 838-1862
Changemyland.com

Email:
Changemyland@hotmail.com
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Thomas D. Carlson - Owner
Tonya L. Carlson - Owner
11038 Hwy. 37 • Suite 4
Hibbing, MN 55746

Toll Free: (877) 763-4238
Phone: (218) 263-4238
Fax: (218) 263-4268
Cell: (218) 969-5390
Email: tntairworksllc.msn.com

9260 Hudson Rd, St Paul, MN 55125

Phone 651-714-6420
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8AM–5PM
8AM–5PM
8AM–5PM
8AM–5PM
8AM–5PM
Closed
Closed

Tibet Motors Inc.
1508 7th St. N.
Princeton, MN 55371
(763) 568-5688

All NEW

116 Vance Ave S, Erskine, MN 56535

(218) 687-4605
* Full Line of Groceries *
* Fresh Meats * Fresh Produce *
* Pop * Candy * Bakery *
Open: Monday - Saturday 8am - 8pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm

TITAN HD 1500 SERIES
MODEL 74450
24.5 hp Toro Commerical V-Twin Engine**
Two-tone Adjustable Suspension Seat
Innovative Tool Carrying

Shakopee

(952) 445-6310

Starting at

$5,199*

After $300 instant rebate

Anoka

(763) 323-1720

Loretto

(763) 479-8200

www.lanoequip.com

*Subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. See dealer for details. Instant Rebate deducted at time of purchase. Manufacturer suggested
promotional price subject to local dealer participation. Rebate expires 5/31/17.
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Conference
Submitted by Bill Sires

On February 27th through March 1st, we attended the 111th National Troopers
Coalition in Monterey Bay, California. It was hosted by the California Association of
Highway Patrolmen of the Coastal Region. The first day we met with Associations of
the various regions of the U.S. to discuss individual “State of the States.”
The conference hosted several speakers. Dr. Mike Lynn, of Hound Labs, spoke
about an instrument he created which would have the ability to measure both
alcohol and marijuana in the body as it relates to motor-vehicle operation. Gordon
Graham, who is very proud of his 33-year career with the CHP, spoke about
recognizing, understanding, and handling risk management along with his Lexipol
policy/procedure system. Graham is a very entertaining gentleman which made his
presentation easy to sit through. Rick Braziel had a 33-year law enforcement career in
California, authored a book entitled, Cop Talk, which deals with community policing
and relating to and understanding the communities in which we live and work. Braziel
conducts organization assessments and critical incident reviews. He and his team have
been involved in studies of the San Bernardino attack, a Stockton, California bank
robbery, and the officer involved shooting in Ferguson, Missouri. His group conducts
interviews of witnesses and law enforcement in an effort to gain understanding. The
names of those interviewed are never given in the report which leads to trust of his
team.
It is always interesting to hear how each state is doing regarding funding, staffing,
equipment, right to work, and of course pensions. Our experiences in these areas are
shared by many of the other states.

Greg Burgess, Bill Sires, Nebraska State
Trooper Jeremy Strack and Mike LeDoux, .

Fast & Friendly

Service!

3360 220th St. West • Farmington, MN 55024
651-463-2281 • ImpactAutoRepairmn.com
Mon-Fri, 7am-5:30pm • Sat, 8 am-2pm

OKLEE LUMBER INC

Complete Line of Building Materials

PH: 218-796-5131

877-796-5131

301 Lambert Street, Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com
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Blessed are the
Peacemakers:
for they shall be called
the children of God.
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